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President’s Report 
 

At our general meeting on March 4, IWCM members voted in our new Executive Committee.  The 
new members are: 
 
Co-Presidents:     Sara Kirby, Marcie Lambsdorff 
Vice President:    Stela Sears 
Secretary:     Davorka Whiteside 
Treasurer:     Dessi Vetter 
Activities Coordinator:   Marina Parmentier 
Diplomatic Liaison:    Floriana de Montis 
Fund-Raising Coordinators:   Jennifer Griffith, Paula Kelley Clarke 
Grants Committee Coordinator:  Kyra Buchko   
Hospitality Coordinator:   Natalia Golovina 
Membership/Newcomers’ Coordinators: Rodica Jalba (vacant) 
Newsletter Coordinator:   Judy Goldman 
Public Relations Coordinator:  Ala Mindicanu 
Website Coordinator:    Susanna Balian 
  
On March 31, the old Executive Committee met with the new Executive Committee to turn over 
responsibilities for the club.  I want to take this opportunity to thank outgoing members Carol 
McLaughlin, Ana Levinson, Corina Cepoi, Anush Klimczyk, Harriet Caldwell and Natalia Angheli for 
the dedication, hard work, and leadership they have shown this past year.  Many thanks also go to 
those members who are staying on for a second term.  The continuity you bring to the committee is 
invaluable.  I would also like to give a warm welcome to all of the new members.  Thank you for 
volunteering your time to make IWCM a very dynamic club.  Please note that the Committee still 
has one vacant position—newcomers’ coordinator.  It is a shared position with the membership 
coordinator.  Please volunteer for this position if you would like to be part of IWCM’s leadership.   
 
We had a very successful fashion show at my residence on March 15th.   Thank you to the many 
IWCM members who helped to make this event so successful: 

• the members who volunteered to be models;   
• the makeup artists who made our models look so beautiful;   
• our public relations coordinator for arranging for Aquarelle, VIP and Profita to report on our 

event in their magazines;   
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• our website coordinator who designed the beautiful, elegant tickets and posters that 
advertised our event;   

• our zealous ticket saleswomen who sold us out;    
• and of course Jenn and Delphine who organized the fashion show with me. 

 
We raised 11,800 lei through our ticket sales that will buy much-needed sewing equipment for the 
Technical University of Moldova here in Chişinău.  IWCM is also very grateful to all our sponsors, to 
Imad the hairdresser, and to our fashion design contacts who helped make this fashion show such a 
successful and memorable event.   
 
Mark your calendars for our next big fund raising event, the Night of Art on May 16 at MoldExpo.  
Our new coordinators, Davorka and Sandra, are busy preparing for what is sure to be an enjoyable 
evening.  Tickets can be purchased tonight at our general meeting for 100 lei.  Please stay tuned 
for more details regarding this event. 
 
Enjoy April with all the fresh colors of spring. 

Sara 
 
 

Mark Your April Calendars 
 

1st:   General meeting at 18:30 at the Leo 
Grand Hotel 

2nd:   Romanian language group at 14:30 
3rd:   Tennis at 9:00 
         Six and under playgroup in the 

afternoon 
        Bible study 19:00  
4th:   Cooking group 
7th :  Charlas españolas at 14:00 
9th:   Romanian language group at 14:30 
10th: Tennis at Niagara at 9:00 
         Six and under play group in the       

afternoon 
         Bible study 19:00 
11th:  Movie club at 14:00 
14th:  Charlas españolas at 14:00 
16th:  Romanian language group 14:30 

17th:  Tennis at 9:00 
          Six and under play group in the  

afternoon 
          Bible study 19:00 
21st:  Charlas españolas 14:00 
22nd:  Book Club at 19:30 at Judy’s 
         Earth Day 
23rd:  Romanian language group 14:30 
24th:   Tennis at 9:00 
           Six and under play group in the 

afternoon 
25th: Francophone café at 11:00 at 

Delphine’s 
           Movie Club at 14:00 
28th:   Charlas españolas at 14:00 
30th:   Romanian language group 14:30 

 
For more information, please visit the IWCM website www.iwcm.md or contact the 
coordinators directly. 
    
Bible Study Harriet Caldwell                     
Playgroup (0-6 years) Jennifer Glunt  Book Club   Judy Goldman 
Cooking  Ana Levinson                                Romanian Language Peggy Spanos 
Sightseeing and Tours Marina Parmentier    Movie Club  Susanna Balian         
Tennis, Francophone Café, Charlas Españolas   DelphineTorres 
 
 
 
          

http://www.iwcm.md/


From Our Web Master 
 
The membership page on the website was augmented with new 
information. To visit, log in, then click on the top menu:  
Membership>>>Executive Committee or IWCM members. 
 
In March our site was visited 630 times by 470 unique visitors from 12 countries 

as well as from numerous educational institutions and organizations. The most active foreign 
visitors were from Germany, Russia, USA and Italy.  On March 5 we had the largest number of 
visitors.  
 
NOTE: To access the top menu you must register online to receive an access to “members only” 
areas of the site.  When registering, please keep in mind that the password you enter should have 6 
or more characters, and please enter your full name to save time confirming your membership. 
Your login can be anything you prefer.  
 
For more information or suggestions please contact Susanna Balian at webmaster@iwcm.md  
 
Thanks. 

Susanna 
 

From Our Membership Coordinator 

Dear Ladies,  

The March general meeting was well attended by 36 members and 3 guests. In March we added 9 
new members to our club: Zaliene Jurate, Eileen Bonneville, Mary Mix, Heidi Soule, Lidia Zapata-
Abisellan, Deborah Umbehr, Betül Boz, Patty Limeri and Sharon Ketchum. Welcome to you all. Our 
membership total is now 92.  
                           Rodica 

  Membership Coordinator 
           membership@iwcm.md

 
 
 

From the Grants Committee 
 
Trip to Pirliţa 
 
Unfortunately it was not sunny and warm the morning of March 8, International Women’s Day, when 
Judy Hale and Rita Tamm traveled to the village of Pirliţa approximately 10 kilometers outside of 
Bălţi to visit Caroma Nord, one of the recipients of our 2007 Winter Bazaar grants. Caroma Nord is a 
very active and enthusiastic organization dedicated to mobilizing all available resources to benefit 
the local community.  
 

 3

mailto:webmaster@iwcm.md
mailto:Coordinator---membership@iwcm.md


This project specifically aims at educating unemployed women, mostly either single mothers or 
mothers with children with disabilities or special 
needs. The event on March 8 was the first in a 
series of training sessions that will be carried out 
over the next three months to create business 
plans either individually or as groups of 
participants pursuing the same business goal. It 
looked as if all the women in the village had come 
to participate in this opening event. They were 
curious, and ready to listen and contribute.  
 
The IWCM members got special mărţişors attached 
to beautiful cards with a special thank you from 
Rodica Frecăuţeanu, the president, who is the only paid employee of the organization. 
 

 
 
 

Trip to Criuleni 
 

On March 18, four IWCM members set out to the town of Criuleni to visit the Spicusor Kindergarten.  

Through its parent association, the kindergarten received a $1,000 IWC grant to purchase new toys 

for the over 400 children ages 2 ½–7 who attend the 

school daily.   We arrived on a busy day when children 

of all ages were performing music, plays and sport 

activities for parents, teachers from other schools and 

members of the community.   We watched a few 

delightful presentations before touring the school.  

Spicusor has a very impressive facility and staff, but 

limited space, lack of financial resources, and 

uninterested parents are burdening the school’s ability 

to educate and care for its students. The toys purchased with IWC funds were the first new toys the 

school had received in nearly 10 years. They were a real boost to the teachers and parents who are 
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trying to provide their children with a supportive, educational and enjoyable environment at the 

Spicusor Kindergarten. 

 

After our kindergarten visit, we toured a neighboring school for children with special needs with 

Dave Anderson from the Peace Corps.  Again, we were impressed with the facility.  The children 

were obviously very well cared for and the facility was well equipped with special equipment for 

physical therapy sessions. 

 

 

Club Classifieds 
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If you want to look like those glamorous IWC models at 
the fashion show, just make an appointment with Imad 
and Salon Favorit.  He also does house calls.  His cell is 
069-021-128.

 

If you haven’t checked out the new Greenhills Café on Stefan cel Mare, you’re in for a treat.  It 
has been completely renovated and has a no-smoking section that way bigger than a closet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Samo-Kaf is a halal butcher shop at 
84 V. Alecsandri Street.  The phone number is 
26-05-34 or call Hamed at 069-288-158.  In  
addition to halal meats, they sell a small assortment of  
Middle Eastern prepared food, pita bread, tahini, Turkish coffee and spices. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Our Lovely IWC Ladies Shine for Charity 
 

 
On March 15 Jenn, Delphine and Sara organized a 
fashion show at Sara’s featuring top local designers 
and companies. Professional models from Valentina 
Vedrascu’s Viva Modeling Agency and IWCM members 
Nina, Valeria, Ana, Kyoko, Peggy, Julia, Rodica, 
Davorka, Rosa, Natalia, Olga, Pia, Emily and Fatima 
graced the cat walk for diplomats, friends and 
 

 
 
 
 

family members. My Revival and 
Vistline featured business and casual selections. Designers 
Georgeta and Valentina presented eclectic and unique 
spring/summer collections and evening wear. Beautiful, 
handmade jewelry from Lorina complemented each lovely 
ensemble, Imad from Salon Favorit did the amazing hairstyles and IWC members 
Jennifer Glunt and Margarita Sudarikova and with assistance from Natasha Sedelkova 

did the make up.  
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Sara was a show stopper with her surprise appearance wearing a 
magnificent Valentina creation—a three-piece 
Bordeaux evening gown made of organza and 
lace delicately adorned with sequins and fine 
embroidery.  
 
After the show, guests enjoyed a delicious 
array of Moldovan and American delicacies and 
fine wine donated by Purcari.  Xerox donated 
the tickets and posters. 
 
Proceeds from the ticket sales (11,800 lei) will 

benefit the tailoring and design faculty at the Technical University of 
Moldova in the form of much needed equipment for the teaching 
laboratory.  Thank you Jenn, Delphine, Sara and our beautiful IWC 
models for a truly lovely evening.   
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Trip to Ungheni 
 
On March 1, 20 members and guests set out for Ungheni to visit the carpet and pottery factories 
there.  Covoare was established in 1980 and was the largest carpet factory in the entire Soviet 
Union at that time.  They still send their lovely carpets all over the world. We watched piles of 
sheep hides turn into colorful yarn that was then threaded onto the incredibly sophisticated 
weaving machines.  Voilà, you’ve got a gorgeous carpet. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of the carpets are actually sculpted by hand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then we visited Ungheni Ceramics and watched them throw and glaze their pots and pitchers.  We 
really enjoyed the factory prices that were basically wholesale.  We stopped on the way home for a 
delicious lunch.  Thanks to Davorka for the idea and to Anush for making all the excellent 
arrangements. 
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Easter in Moldova 
 

 

         
 
Easter is celebrated in traditional all-night, stand-up services that finish in the very early morning. 
The congregation then makes circles around the outside of the church with their Easter offerings of 
a special sweet bread called pasca, red eggs, wine, sausage and a lighted candle at their feet.  The 
priests walk around the circles and bless the parishioners and their offerings by sprinkling them 
with holy water.  The blessed food will be eaten for the next three mornings.  It’s a time for family 
visits and exchanging eggs, pasca and sweets.  
 
One week after Orthodox Easter, families go to cemeteries with food and wine to remember their 
loved ones.  Cloths are spread on the graves and a special braided bread called colac, a red egg, a 
sweet and a candle are arranged on the cloth.  This arrangement is called pomana and is given to 
ensure the departed has everything he or she needs in the next world.    Priests bless the grave by 
chanting and pouring a bit of wine next to it, and the family in turn gives him money and a pomana.  
People go from one grave to another exchanging pomana and sharing wine.  Later, the celebration 
continues at home.           
 

    
        

 

Earth Day 
 

The story goes that Earth Day was conceived by Gaylord Nelson, a United States Senator from 
Wisconsin, after a trip he took to Santa Barbara, California right after the horrific oil spill there in 
1969. He was so outraged by what he saw that he called for an 
environmental teach-in on April 22, 1970 which became the first Earth 
Day. Over 20 million people participated that year, and Earth Day is now 
observed by more than 500 million people and national governments in 
175 countries. In fact, according to the nonprofit Earth Day Network that 
coordinates the event, Earth Day is now the largest secular holiday in the 
world.  The ecology flag that is associated with Earth Day sports a Theta which has historically been 
used as a warning sign.  
 

February Executive Meeting Minutes 
 

Members will receive mărţişors and chocolates at the March meeting.  The business cards and 
pamphlets are nearly ready.  We will visit grantees from the winter bazaar and present them with 
framed certificates.  We discussed the slate for the March elections and agreed to solicit more 
volunteers.  We also agreed on changes in the Executive Committee as follow: 

• there is just one secretary;  
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• membership and newcomers will be combined and co-chaired; 
• fundraising will be responsible for finding coordinators for both major fundraisers, for 

setting dates and signing contracts with MoldExpo and for getting sponsors. 
 
We also agreed to change to by-laws so that members could occupy an Executive Committee 
position for more than two years if no one else volunteered for it. 
 
So far, 17 people had responded to the online survey.  If possible, the comments will be 
summarized for the newsletter. 
 
The Grants Committee met with the Union of the Blind to help them spend their money more 
effectively.  This year’s Night of Art will be on May 16 and the deadline for grant applications is 
April 1.  Sandra and Davorka are coordinating it. 
 
We received a suggestion to fund playground renovation in Cathedral Park.  A member is meeting 
with the mayor’s office to discuss it.   
 
Activity coordinators will introduce themselves at the March meeting.  A women’s group in 
Donduşeni has invited us to visit.  Kyra will make arrangements and let us know when it will be. 
                
 
 

April Cultural Calendar 
 

Organ Hall 
          81 Ştefan cel Mare Boulevard 

              Tel: 23-72-62; 22-51-51; 22-54-71; 22-25-28 
           All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 

 
3 : The National Chamber Orchestra directed by Oleg Palymksi with the Chamber Choir conducted 

by Ilona Stepan and soloists Ion Josan on violin, Ana Strezeva on organ, Ilian Garnet on violoa and 
Ion Negura on flute plya music by Bach, Vivaldi, Mozart, Gluck, Albinoni, Tchaikovsky, Glier, 
Monti, Porumbescu and Dumitrescu.

rd

9 :  Violin recital th

12 :  Choral music concert featuring the I.D. Chirescu choir from Romania th

7 :  The National Chamber Orchestra directed by Oleg Palymksi celebrates the 335  birthday of  
Dmitrie Cantemir

th th

18 :  A gala concert in memory of double bass player Victor Sapovalth  
23 : Piano recital by Oleg Maisenberg from Austriard  
24 :  For the ladies, popular music for Easterth

30 :  60  birthday celebration for Ion Josan with the National Chamber Orchestra and Choir and 
Ana Strezeva on organ, Anastasia Varlan on violin,  a cello ensemble conducted by Ion Josan, 
Svetlana Danilova on piano and soprano Galina Musurova.

th th

                     
 
 
 

The National Ballet and Opera Theatre 
Ştefan cel Mare 

All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 
3rd:  Carmen 
10th:  The Marriage of Figaro 
13th:  Ballet Romeo and Juliet 
20th:  Ballet Sleeping Beauty 
24th:  Nabucco 
25th : Ballet Copellia 
 



 

 
 

 
HAPPY APRIL BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

 
 
 

 
Betϋl Boz – 7 

Patricia Limeri – 8 
Peggy Spanos – 8 
Nicole Specian – 8 

Sharon Van Pelt – 9 
Desi Vetter –11 

Liliana Rotaru – 18 
Stacy McArthur – 25 
Valeria Ieseanu – 26  
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