
      
                                                                

 
   

Newsletter  February 2008 
 

President’s Report 
 
After a festive holiday season, it is difficult to settle back into our daily routines.  Though it is still 
at times blustery with snow flurries outside, it is encouraging to notice that the days are getting 
just a wee bit longer.  

Our Winter Bazaar was a great success with our final total adding up to $9553.  Let’s keep up our 
momentum as we turn our thoughts to our other major fund raising event, the Night of Art 
scheduled for May 16 at MoldExpo.  We are looking for a new coordinator for the event.  There’s no 
need to feel intimidated by the task as Paula Kelley Clarke, last year’s coordinator, will be happy 
to help whoever volunteers.  If you want to get involved and are interested in coordinating this 
important event, please send me an email at info@iwcm.md    

At the last executive board meeting, we decided that our membership and renewal fees had to be 
adjusted because of the fluctuation in the exchange rate.  Effective at our February general 
meeting, the new membership and membership renewal fees will be $25 or 275 lei per year.   

Delphine, Jennifer and I are in the planning stages of a fashion show to take place on March 15.  
Please stay tuned for more details either on the club’s website, in next month’s newsletter or at 
our general meetings.   It should be fun, and I hope that you all will attend. 

Do you want to improve IWCM?  In order to do so, we need your comments, suggestions and ideas.  
We have compiled a short, anonymous questionnaire that Susanna is putting on our website.  Please 
visit our website and take a few minutes to fill it out (to make it easier, you may answer in English, 
French, Romanian or Russian).   You can also pick up and fill out this questionnaire at upcoming 
general meetings.   

IWCM’s election season — March — is just around the corner. All executive board positions are up 
for election.  Please read the position descriptions in this newsletter.  I would like to encourage all 
club members to volunteer to serve on the executive board.   If you would like to serve please send 
me an email at info@iwcm.md  by February 15 specifying which position(s) interest you.  

Have a great February! 

Sara 
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Mark Your February Calendars 
 

 4th: Charlas españolas at 14:00 
 5th:  General meeting at 18:30 at the Leo 

Grand Hotel 
 6th:  Romanian language group 14:30 
 7th:  Tennis at Niagara at 9:00 
        Six and under play group 10:00 
        Bible study 19:00 
11th: Charlas españolas at 14:00 
12th:  Book club at 19:30 
13th:  Romanian language group 14:30 
 
 
 

14th: Tennis at Niagara at 9:00 
         Six and under play group 10:00 
         Bible study 19:00 
18th: Charlas españolas 14:00 
20th:  Romanian language group 14:30 
21st: Tennis at Niagara 9:00 
        Six and under play group 10:00 
22nd: Francophone café at 11:00 
25th: Charlas españolas at 14:00 
27th:  Romanian language group 14:30 
28th: Tennis at Niagara at 9:00 
         Six and under play group 10:00 
         Bible study 19:00 

 
For more information, please visit the IWCM website www.iwcm.md or contact the coordinators 
directly. 
Arts  Maria Cernobrovciuc   Monthly Breakfasts/Lunches Susanna Balian    
Bible Study Harriet Caldwell                       Playgroup (7-10 years) Corina Cepoi and Kyra Buchko 
Playgroup (0-6 years) Jennifer Glunt  Book Club   Judy Goldman 
Cooking  Ana Levinson                                Romanian Language Peggy Spanos 
Sightseeing and Tours Anush Klimczyk         
Tennis, Francophone Café, Charlas españolas DelphineTorres 
 

  
 

From Our Grants Committee 
 
We are pleased to report that our Winter Bazaar proceeds of $9,500 exceeded the amounts 
requested by our grantees!  Approximately $8,500 is being distributed to grantees for their 
proposed projects.  The remaining $1,000 will be held in the IWCM Charity Fund to be used if 
necessary for unexpected grantee expenses or for additional project costs during the year.  IWCM's 
grantees and projects for 2008 thus far include the following organizations. 
  
1.  ONG Caroma Nord (Pirlita Village, Faleşti):  training seminars and mentoring on small business 
development for single mothers and mothers of children with disabilities (IWCM contact Rita 
Tamm). 
2.  ONG Generatia Mea (Gratiesti Village, Chişinău):  sewing machines and supplies for young 
women's "sewing circles" (IWCM contact Dessi Vetter). 
3.  ONG Pro Dezvoltare (Hirbovat Village, Anenii Noi):  access to clean water supply (part of a new 
Sida-funded water sanitation system in Hirbovat) for 20 elderly female villagers (IWCM contact 
Anush Klimczyk). 
4.  Punct Medical de Balauresti (Balauresti Village, Nisporeni):  train-the-trainers seminars for 
nurses on topics including cancer, diabetes, sexually transmitted infections and nurse/patient 
relations (IWCM contact Letty Beyer). 
5.  Spicusor Kindergarten (Criuleni):  educational toys and other equipment for a kindergarten of 
300 children (IWCM contact Kyra Buchko).  
  
We will be organizing site visits and opening celebrations with some of our grantees.  We encourage 
all members to participate in these events and to learn more about the work of our grantee 
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organizations.  For more information about a particular project or to get involved, please contact 
any Grants Committee member. 
  
Finally, this month we say goodbye to committee member Kate Whitbeck.  We thank her for all her 
efforts and wish her good luck back in the US.  If you are interested in joining the committee, 
please let us know! 

        Kyra 
 

 
 

From Our Web Master 
 

In December and January our site was visited 785 times by 621 unique visitors 
from 26 countries as well as from numerous educational institutions and 
organizations. The most active foreign visitors were from Germany, Russia, the 
Netherlands, Poland, Brazil and Austria.  On January 4 and 6 we had the largest 
number of visitors.  
 

Remember, you must register online to receive access to “members only” areas of the site.  When 
registering, please keep in mind that your password should have six or more characters and please 
enter your full name to save time confirming your membership. Your login can be anything you 
prefer. Your account will be activated after the web master receives an automatically generated e-
mail about your registration. When your account is activated, you will receive an e-mail from the 
web master.  
 
You are welcome to post a paid advertisement on our website. Advertisements must be still 
images/logos (sizes: 180 x 60 pixels or 180 x 180 pixels). The ad will be linked to the website of the 
company (if available). 

Susanna 
 

 
 

From Our Membership Coordinator 
 
Dear Ladies,  
 
We had 89 members as of December 2007.  Maria Bayer, Nara Nahapetyan, Elena Raileanu and 
Rennel Petinelli have joined us.  Welcome to you all.   Kate Whitbeck, Jacqueline van der Veer and 
Susi Olmstead have left Moldova.  We wish them all the best in their new homes.  
 
Will Corina Cepoi, Valerie Ciolos-Villehin, Maria Dragneva, Elena Eroshenko, Olga Falla, Barbara 
Fuller, Valeria Ieseanu, Anush Klimczyk, Liu Li, Emilia Malai, Liliana Mateiu, Victoria Molvila, Robin 
Owens, Marina Parmentier, Emily Patterson, Thess Rivera, Vicky Rogerson, Liliana Salaru, Nina 
Samet, Lica Soltan and Yang Xiufang please bring your dues to the February meeting? Please note 
that dues are now 275 lei per year.  
                           Harriet  

  Membership Coordinator 
               membership@iwcm.md
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Executive Board Positions 
 
Please consider volunteering for one of these rewarding, interesting positions.  Just send an e-mail 
to Sara at info@iwcm.md before February 15. 

President: Coordinates and presides over the Executive Committee, all general meetings and serves 
as an ex officio member on all committees. She is the spokesperson for the club and represents it in 
the community.  

Vice-President: Assists the President and assumes the duties of the President in her absence; 
organizes the general meetings.  

Recording Secretary: Takes minutes at the Executive Committee meetings. Circulates the minutes 
to all committee members and ensures that a copy of the most recent minutes is available at each 
general meeting. Receives e-mail at info@iwcm.md and responds to it.

Treasurer: Collects and receipts all club funds. Distributes funds as approved by the Executive 
Committee. Maintains accurate records of income and disbursements and provides a detailed 
financial report to the Executive Committee.  

Membership Coordinator: Maintains the club's membership records; updates and distributes the 
membership list; collects membership and visitor fees. Records attendance at general meetings and 
provides member and guest nametags, registration forms and copies of the constitution.   
Cooperates with the newcomers and hospitality coordinators. 

Newcomers Coordinator: Makes new members feel welcome by contacting them personally; 
provides information to newcomers as needed (guidebooks and club’s web address); extends 
invitations to current club activities.  Cooperates with the membership and hospitality 
coordinators. 

Hospitality Coordinator: Serves as club hostess by greeting attendees at functions and provides 
refreshments for general meetings and other occasions as directed by the Executive Committee.  
Cooperates with the membership and newcomers coordinators.  

Diplomatic Liaison: Keeps the diplomatic community informed of Club activities and represents 
their concerns on the Executive Committee.  

Activities Coordinator:  Maintains contact with interest group leaders and introduces new members 
to them; solicits new interests and finds leaders as new interests are expressed.  Much of this 
position is what the incumbent makes of it: excursions, fashion shows and trips have been 
successfully organized in the past.   

Grants Committee Coordinator: Reviews the goals, structure and responsibilities of the Grants 
Committee and recommends changes as needed; receives grant applications and distributes them to 
the committee members; presides at committee meetings to review grant proposals and forwards 
the decisions of the committee to the Executive Committee for approval; communicates final 
committee decisions to grant applicants; oversees the disbursement of grant monies and solicits the 
necessary receipts and financial reports from each grant recipient.        

Fund-Raising Coordinator: Finds a coordinator for each of our two major fundraisers (Winter 
Bazaar and Night of Art), sets the dates, signs the contracts with the venue and finds sponsors for 
the events.  

Public Relations Coordinator: Maintains a database of journalists with an updated contact list; 
promotes the events organized by IWCM; contacts journalists before events; prepares and organizes 
press conferences before events; prepares press releases prior to and after events; makes a list of 
journalists who participated at each event; promotes the visibility of IWCM.    
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Newsletter Coordinator: Produces and distributes a newsletter to all club members on the first day 
of every month except January and August.  (The December newsletter is December/January and 
the July issue is July/August.) The newsletter should have the following sections: president’s 
report, the membership coordinator’s report, web master’s report, grants committee report, club 
members’ birthdays, news and information about club events including a monthly calendar, a 
cultural events calendar and classified ads.  Other articles may be added as desired.  One week 
prior to distribution, the editor asks the Executive Committee and activity coordinators for 
submissions.  The coordinator sends the newsletter (in pdf if possible) to all members and to the 
web master to put on the web site. The coordinator maintains an updated mailing list using 
information from the membership coordinator.  

Website Coordinator: Responsible for maintaining the website including placing/uploading and 
updating all information; assuring the accuracy of information; trouble shooting and creating new 
features designed to make the site more appealing, useful and user friendly.         

 
 

Let’s Visit a Carpet Factory 
 
We’d like to get a group together to go to Ungheni and visit the carpet factory there.  It’s about 
two hours away. We could go on a Saturday so that spouses could join us.  If you’re interested, 
please contact Judy at iwcmolova@yahoo.com  
 

 
 

It’s a Leap Year! 
 
 

The Egyptians were the first to come up with the idea of adding a leap day once every four years to 
keep their solar calendar in sync with the solar year. Julius Caesar also adopted this solution for the 
Roman calendar in 45 BCE and was the first to designate February 29 as the leap day. Our current 
calendar is the Gregorian one named for Pope Gregory XIII who adjusted the Julian calendar in1582. 
The Julian version had an average year of 365.25 days.  The actual length of the solar year, 
however, is really 11 minutes and 14 seconds less than that (365.242216 days).  Why was that a 
problem?  Over the centuries, those annoying additional 11 minutes and 14 seconds added up so by 
Gregory’s time, the vernal equinox was falling around March 11 instead of March 21.  On an 
equinox, the center of the Sun will spend a nearly equal amount of time above and below the 
horizon at every location on Earth, so night and day will be of nearly the same length. [The word 
equinox comes from the Latin words aequus (equal) and nox (night)].That just wasn’t happening on 
March 11.   

The solution was to make an exception to the rule so that only century years divisible by 400 could 
be leap years. Thus 1700, 1800, and 1900 were not leap years, but 1600, 2000, and 2400 were or 
will be. At this rate, it will take 3,300 years for the Gregorian calendar to gain an extra day. This is 
not anything to worry about in the long run, however, because over that timescale, the number of 
days in a year will change for a number of reasons, most notably because the Earth wobbles as it 
circles the sun which changes its direction on its axis (eventually Polaris will no longer be the North 
Star) and changes its position in its orbit around the sun at the moment of the equinoxes and 
solstices.  Another reason is that tidal acceleration from the sun and moon slows the rotation of the 
Earth which makes the day longer.  The rate of tidal acceleration in turn depends on climate 
change, the effects of which we cannot predict well enough to make a calendar that will be 
accurate that far into the future.  
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number as the preceding month.   The Hebrew calendar follows the Metonic cycle and adds a month 
seven times every nineteen years. The extra month in the Hindu calendar occurs once every three 
years or four times over eleven years, so the yearly lag of a lunar year (which has 355–356 days) is 
adjusted every three years. In the Islamic calendar there are no leap months because the Koran 
forbids them. 

An old tradition from Ireland permits women to propose to men during leap years, but in Greece 
(and maybe other countries?) it’s bad luck to get married in a leap year.  What’s a girl to do? 

 

 
 

Recipe of the Month 
 

This new column will feature one of the delectable dishes made at the monthly cooking group.  In 
January, Delphine made us a fabulous French lunch starring coq au vin. 

Preparation:   30 minutes + 12 hours to marinate the chicken 

Cooking time:  2 hours 45 minutes 

Ingredients: 

3 kg of chicken pieces 

1 onion sliced 

½ cup diced bacon  

2 cloves of garlic crushed 

1 ¼ cups of mushrooms 

1 bottle dry red wine 

2 carrots sliced 

3 Tablespoons of oil 

1 Tablespoon herbs d’provence 

A few sprigs of parsley 

1 chicken cube dissolved in 1 liter of water 

1 shot glass of cognac 

½ teaspoon nutmeg 

Salt and pepper corns 

The day before you plan to serve it, put the chicken, onion, carrots, herbs, parsley and pepper 
corns into a dish with a tight cover.  Pour the red wine on top (save a bit to add while cooking), 
cover the dish and marinate in the fridge for at least 12 hours (longer is better).  Take the chicken 
pieces out of the marinade and dry them.  Strain the marinade (save it) and dry the vegetables.  
Heat the oil in a casserole and brown the chicken, take it out and then brown the vegetables.  Add 
the chicken to the vegetables along with the garlic and cognac (you can flambé it).  Pour in the 
marinade and the chicken broth and add salt and pepper.  Bring to a boil then simmer 2 hours.  
Fifteen minutes before serving add the mushrooms and bacon. 

 

 
 

Valentine’s Day 
 

Don’t forget our loyal sponsors when you’re planning your Valentine’s Day celebration.  A box of 
those incredible Daskalides chocolates or something beautiful from La Vie en Rose would be a 
perfect gift, or how about a romantic dinner at Bucur, Vatra Neamului, Robin Pub, Pani Pit or the 
Leo Grand featuring a bottle of Purcari’s best?  Naturally you’ll spend the day at Spa Olsi or Salon 
Favorit so you’ll look your best wearing your Zepter cosmetics.  Top the evening off by watching a 
movie on Sun TV and voilà, you’ll have the perfect Valentine’s Day.  Don’t forget to tell them thank 
you from IWC and how much we appreciate their support. 
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Club Classifieds 
                 
 Davorka Whiteside is in 

need of an electric mixer, a 
food processor, a blender, 
a bed, a chair and a desk. If 
you have any of these 
items for sale, please give 
her a call.

 
If you need a violin teacher, call Diachenko Lyudmila 
Anatolyevna, 74-11-20. She speaks Russian and 
understands a bit of Romanian.

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

This is a true fact from the Apollo medical team. When you call someone using a mobile phone, 
don't put your phone close to your ear until the recipient answers because directly after dialing, 
the phone uses its maximum signaling power which is 2watts = 33dbi. Listen with your left ear 
because if you use the right one it may affect your brain directly.

 

 

Three female puppies found hungry and freezing on a street by an American family are ready for 
good homes. They are about 3.5 months old, they have been de-wormed and all their shots are 
current.  The family will pay the veterinary fees for the remainder of their vaccinations and to 
have them neutered if desired.  If you would like to adopt one of these beautiful puppies, please 
contact Karma or Paul at 73-12-77 or via e-mail at karma6678@hotmail.com

 
 

 
 

WEB LIBRARY 

Based on requests by club members, we will be creating a database on the website 
of personal collections of books, DVDs and VHS tapes that owners would be willing 
to lend to other members for temporary use. The database will be password 
accessible only.   

If you would like to have your collection(s) listed on the Web Library, please send a 
list to . Lists should include:  webmaster@iwcm.md

for books: Title, Author, and Language  

for DVD/VHS: Title, Staring Artists, Language(s), and Subtitles  
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February Cultural Calendar 
 

Organ Hall 
          81 Ştefan cel Mare Boulevard 

              Tel: 23-72-62; 22-51-51; 22-54-71; 22-25-28 
           All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 

 
  2 : A Night of Vivaldi in collaboration with Alliance Francaise featuring the National Chamber   

Orchestra conducted by Ilona Stepan and Didier Talpain

nd

  
14 :  Chamber music by Bruch and Hummel featuring the National Chamber Orchestra with solos by 

Ilian Garnet (violin) and Serghei Racenco (viola) conducted Miohail Secichin 

th

21 : A night of classic romantic music by Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninov with Stefan Curudimov 
accompanied by Mihail Secichin on piano, Ion Josan on cello and Ilian Garnet on violin  

st

24th at 16:00:  The accordion orchestra from Music School Number 3 will perform under the 
direction of Ludmila and Bors Tolstoseev 

 
                      The National Ballet and Opera Theatre 

Ştefan cel Mare 
All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 

 
  5th: Turandot by Puccini 
  6th:  Nabucco by Verdi 
  8th:  La Boheme by Puccini 
10th:  16:00 the premier of Don Giovanni by Mozart  
 
 

The National Philharmonic  
78 Mitropolit Varlaam (corner Eminescu) 

Tel: (373- 22) 22 27 34; 22 45 05 
           All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 

 
  1 :   Concert featuring the National Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Igor Sarmientos from 

Guatemala with music by Ginastera, Revueltyas, Chavez and Ciobanu 

st

  5 :   Performances by the Teleradio Moldova Orchestra conducted by Gh. Mustea celebrating the 
jubilee of Andre Mustea and the Flueras orchestra conducted by Sergei Ciuhrii  

th

  7 :  Youth perform for EUROVISION th

  8 : Concert conducted by Mikhail Sechcin featuring piano soloists Melisa Ursu, Iulia Coreni and 
Roman Bass 

th

13 :  The Folkloric Orchestra under the direction of Petre Neamtu will perform featuring solos by 
Stefan Neguara (pan pipes), Radu Talambuta (violin) and Alexandru Sura (tambal – a string 
percussion instrument) 

th

15 :  A salute to American music conducted by Gordon Johnson (USA) featuring music by Barber,   
Hovhaness and Hanson 

th

20  at 13:00 and 14:30:  Concert for children conducted by Mihai Agafitsa featuring music by 
Strauss 

th

22 :  A concert of Strauss waltzes conducted by Mihai Agafitsa nd
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HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 
 
 
 

 
Nicole Specians - 1 
Susanna Balian - 11 

Cami Kane - 18 
Pia Lindegger - 20 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 9


