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This is a friendly reminder to all members who have not yet paid their annual membership fee.  In 

order to organize our mailing list and other activities the IWCM needs to know how many active 

members we have. 

 If you are still interested in being a member of the IWCM, you have to contact Rodica Jalba (0794 

032 44), to make arrangements to pay your annual fee ($30 or 300 lei), or do so at the November 

General Meeting.   

If you do not pay by November 2nd, we will understand that you no longer are in the country or have 

other commitments.  

 Best regards,  

The Board of the IWCM 

 

News from the Grants Committee  
 

The Hippocrates Centre welcomes you to their Open Days! 

As I’m sure you already know, our main beneficiary for the Winter Bazaar 2011 is the Hippocrates 
Centre, a charitable medical facility based in Chisinau, which provides free specialist recovery and 
rehabilitation therapy to children with disabilities and chronic illnesses. Parents also receive the 
advice and support they need to understand the nature of their child’s condition and how best to 
care for them at home, so that they remain part of the wider community. Physiotherapy, massage, 
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occupational and speech therapy is provided at the centre so that the children learn how to 
communicate and improve their motor skills and coordination, enabling them to live active and happy 
lives with their families. The Hippocrates Centre was founded with the support of the British writer 
and comedian, Tony Hawks and ChildAid UK. Every year the centre provides treatment for 400 
children. At our Winter Bazaar (10:00 – 16:00 on Saturday the 3rd December 2011 in Pavilion 2 at 
Moldexpo) we aim to raise $15 000 to pay for the roof at a new, purpose built, bigger and better 
centre so that up to 600 children per year can receive free therapy.  
 
Many of you will remember last year’s IWCM “Angel Tree” when Santa and his helpers from the 
IWCM gave presents donated by members to the children being treated at the Hippocrates Centre. 
You may also remember meeting some of the children and buying their art works at the Night of Art 
this year and the year before. Now they would like to welcome us to their Open Days, every Tuesday 
and Thursday throughout November. Please do go and visit - you will be impressed by the work they 
do in such a small space and they would love you meet some of the children!   

 

Hippocrates Centre Open Days 

Every Tuesday and Thursday in November 

9:00 – 13:00 and 14:00 – 17:00 

Str. Ion Creanga, 39 (near the junction with 

Str V. Belinski) 

Contact: Ana Raileanu (speaks English, 

Romanian & Russian) 069 251 338 

 

And put some “Random Fun” in your diary 
too! Tony Hawks will perform live at the 

Filarmonica Nationala, Str Mitropolit Varlaam 78, in Chisinau as part of his “Random Fun” tour on 
Saturday 10th December. Proceeds from this event will also go to the Hippocrates Centre. Tickets will 
be available from the Filarmonica Nationala and the Hippocrates Centre. For more information about 
this event and the Hippocrates Centre in general, please visit www.chcmoldova.md  
 
“New Hope” for the community in Dancu, r-nul Hincesti 

It was a gloriously sunny autumn day when me & Solfrid Brathole set off on a scenic ride through the 

beautiful and very colourful Moldovan countryside to visit our fellow IWCM member, Helen Ducker, 

in the village of Dancu, near the border with Romania. Earlier this year, the IWCM Grants Committee 

approved an application for funding from Dancu Tabita, a charitable organisation established by Dancu 

Baptist Church, for English language teaching materials, sports, musical and play equipment for “New 

Hope”, a new Youth and Community Centre, which was almost finished at the time of our visit. 

Officially opening on the 30
th

 October, New Hope houses an internet café/ IT training suite, a teaching 

classroom / resource library and a large meeting room which will be used for community and 

recreational activities. It’s now in the final stages of construction and we could clearly see what a 

fantastic resource it will be for the community, providing jobs for young people and a focus for all 

kinds of activities, including a mothers and toddlers group, table tennis and music sessions for older 

children and educational programmes for all ages. The eager toddlers group just couldn’t wait for the 

official opening to play with the things IWCM bought for them!  It was great to hear about all the 

many other exciting plans Dancu Tabita has to develop community life in the village too. The visit 

ended, as all good IWCM visits should, with tea and cake - this time hosted by Helen in her cosy 

http://www.chcmoldova.md/
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kitchen! If you are interested in visiting any of our beneficiaries in the future, please let me know - you 

would be welcome to join us on our field trips! kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com 069 766 355 

 
Kate Shannon 

Grants Committee Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IWCM Winter Bazaar 2011 Saturday 3RD December 
 

 

JUST ONE MONTH TO GO AND SANTA STILL NEEDS YOU! 

Preparations are well underway for our 15
th

 Winter Bazaar - thank you all for everything you’re doing: 

recruiting sponsors and media partners, preparing your booths, preparing “baskets” of lovely things for 

the raffle, asking companies for raffle prizes, making beautiful things for our Craft Booth, preparing 

and donating to the Second Hand Booth, creating an exciting entertainment programme – thank you, 

Irina Martiniuc! Thanks also to Inga Milosavljevic, as this year we will have a star turn from the well 

known Moldovan jazz singer, Geta Burlacu, who has kindly agreed to perform for free! We will also 

have face painting, thanks to Amy Sherwood, and of course, you can have a professional photo session 

with Santa thanks to Nancy & Richard Carlson and our friends at Photo Style. We are looking for 

people to takes turns with Amy to do the face painting and with Richard for the part of Santa, if you 

would like to volunteer (or “volunteer” someone else!) please contact Kate Shannon on 069 766 355 

kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com 

There’s just one month left, but no matter how little time you can spare, you can still get involved and 

have great fun! Our Winter Bazaar is for everyone – join us and be a part of it!  

 

 

mailto:kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com
mailto:kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com
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At our General meeting on Tuesday 1
st
 November, courtesy of our loyal and generous sponsor, Xerox, 

we will have posters and flyers for you to take to your offices, schools, gyms, favourite cafes etc - 

please help us to spread the word. We would also like to hear from volunteers to help us prepare for, 

set up and run the IWCM booths (Crafts, Second Hand, Raffle) If you would like to volunteer, please 

contact  Kate Shannon kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com  069 766 355 and here’s some other ways in 

which you can help: 

 

Our Winter Bazaar is for everyone - come and be a part of it! No matter how little time you can spare, 

you can get involved and have great fun!  With just two months left please volunteer now to……  

 

Craft Booth 

 Learn a new skill and make something special for the Craft Booth!  

 Or share your artistic talents with others.  

 Or maybe you have some spare materials that you can donate to the Craft Group?  

The Craft Group meets every Monday at the Residence of Gisela Johannes. Contact Rodica Jalba 

rjalba@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Hand Booth 

Make more space in your home! Donate the things you no longer need to the Second Hand Booth. 

Anything can become a treasure for the new owner! Household goods, clothes, toys, things you’re tired 

of dusting and things you can live without (!). 

And we are always grateful for more coat hangers and plastic bags that we can use on the day. Contact 

Olga Fala olgafala@yahoo.com   Our new Co-President, Marie Moser, has kindly offered space at her 

Residence to store the donations. You can deliver donations to the Residence of the US Ambassador at 

30A Drumul Viilor Str, but please call the Housekeeper, Valentina, beforehand on 079 500 026 to 

arrange a convenient time & date.  

 

Donations 

 Be brave! Ask your favorite place to donate something to the raffle - a free meal, a free manicure, a 

free pass to your favorite sports club, anything!!  You might be surprised at how willing people are to 

give, after all, it’s good publicity and good business for them and our beneficiaries will really 

appreciate their generosity.  Before you ask them (in case we already have!) – and for anything else to 

do with the raffle or the Winter Bazaar in general – please contact Kate Shannon 

kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com  

 

Raffle Booth 

Use your imagination! Pick a theme (food, beauty, kids, games, movies, gardening, winter, your 

favourite colour, travel…) and create a basket (or gift box, flower pot, bowl, bucket…) of things for 

 

mailto:kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com
mailto:rjalba@gmail.com
mailto:olgafala@yahoo.com
mailto:kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com
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the raffle.  It doesn’t have to be expensive and you can always team up with friends to share any costs 

and to swap items and ideas. See the “Top Tips for Beautiful Baskets”section  in this newsletter. 

Be brave! Ask your favourite place to donate something to the raffle - a free meal, a free manicure, a 

free pass to your favourite sports club, anything!!  You might be surprised at how willing people are to 

give, after all, it’s good publicity and good business for them and our beneficiaries will really 

appreciate their generosity.  We can even provide gift certificates for them to fill in if they don’t have 

their own. Before you ask them (in case we already have!) and for anything else to do with the raffle or 

the Winter Bazaar in general - please contact Kate Shannon kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com 069 766 

355  

Raffle prizes can be delivered to Kate’s place, the Residence of the British Ambassador, Str Alexei 

Mateevici 115, but please call Kate in advance to arrange a time 069 766 355. The deadline is Friday 

18
th

 November, or you can bring them to the “Baskets and Brunch” where you will be welcome to join 

us at Kate’s place for coffee and to help us prepare and wrap prizes any time from 10:00 onwards on 

Tuesday 22
nd

 November. You can drop in any time and stay as long as you wish. 

 

Raffle tickets cost just 10 Lei each and last year we sold nearly 5 000 tickets and generated $4 000 for 

charity! You will be able to sign out tickets from our Treasurer, Nancy Carlson, at our General meeting 

on Tuesday 1
st
 November. Please help us to sell even more tickets this year! 

Please note that the lucky winners must collect their raffle prizes by the end of the Winter Bazaar. The 

raffle booth will be open for the collection of prizes until 17:00. Any unclaimed prizes will be re-

raffled at future IWCM events. 

 

TOP TIPS FOR BEAUTIFUL RAFFLE BASKETS!   

At our last General Meeting, Jennifer Griffith, our dedicated 

Fund Raising Coordinator & founder of the Winter Bazaar 

raffle, gave us some top tips for creating beautiful baskets to 

donate as prizes. Thanks to her and to all of you who were 

inspired by her ideas and who are thinking of putting 

together a basket to donate as a prize to the raffle! Here’s a 

recap and a little more information: 

It doesn’t have to be a traditional basket, it can be a box 

covered with (for example) Christmas paper, a flower pot, a 

bowl, a bucket, whatever you have and wherever your 

imagination takes you. 

In previous years we’ve had all kinds of themes: Embassies 

often kindly donate something which represents the best of 

their countries. Food and drink baskets are very popular and 

we’ve had many themes: chocolate & sweets, tea time treats, 

all you need to cook Chinese, Indian, Thai food etc, snacks, 

wine tasting, cocktails... We’ve also had beauty products and 

cosmetics, baskets with a “spa” theme, kids toys, things for 

babies, games, movies, gardening, winter, a favourite colour 

(an all pink basket, for example), things for the home, car 

cleaning products, travel…the possibilities are endless! It doesn’t have to be expensive and you can 

always team up with friends to share any costs and to swap items and ideas. 

If you would like to donate a “basket”, please pack it so that all the items are visible, this will make it 

much more attractive and it means that the volunteers working on the raffle booth are not overloaded 

with questions about what’s in there. 

 Please bear in mind that your “basket” will have to be transported, so we’d be grateful if you could 

make it as stable as possible, e.g. by using tissue paper to make sure the items don’t move around.  

Please also check the expiry date of any food products.  

mailto:kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com
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 And please remember, you’re very welcome to come to the “Baskets and Brunch” at Kate’s place, the 

Residence of the British Ambassador, Str Alexei Mateevici 115, any time from 10:00 onwards on 

Tuesday 22
nd

 November for coffee and to help us prepare and wrap the prizes. You can drop in any 

time and stay as long as you wish. We look forward to seeing you there!  

 

Sponsorship  
Finding sponsors for our fundraising events is a year round process. Although we are fortunate to have 

generous sponsors this year, we are always looking for more for the future. If you know, or can suggest 

any local, or international businesses, or organizations who may like to do something great for charity 

by sponsoring one of our events (e.g. the Winter Bazaar, or the Night of Art, who knows, maybe even 

a fashion show!) please contact our Fund Raising Coordinator,  Jennifer Griffith  jasamer@yahoo.com 

060 415 790. The Winter Bazaar is the perfect opportunity to show potential sponsors how they can 

boost their corporate social responsibility profile and give back to the local community.  

 

Cash Donations 

It’s never too late for anyone - companies, organisations and individuals to make a cash donation - no 

matter how small or how great, all contributions are gratefully received and thank you very much to 

those who have already made personal contributions!  

 

Info for Participants 

Thanks to our Co-President, Ana Maria Luft, for hosting a lovely “Winter Bazaar Tea” for 

participating Embassies. If you would like a copy of the info sheet, which we handed out at the event, 

please contact Kate Shannon kate.shannon.2002@gamil.com 069 766 355 

 

A Final Request: Please be considerate and respect the deadlines, especially for the Second Hand 

and Raffle Booths. Your contributions are very much appreciated, but it’s not always possible to 

include them at the last minute! 

 

 

 

 
Tuesday 1

st
 November – IWCM General Meeting – posters, flyers and raffle tickets for the Winter 

Bazaar 2011 will be available at this meeting. 
Friday 18

th
 November – deadline for delivery of raffle prizes to Kate’s place, the Residence of the 

British Ambassador, 115 Alexei Mateevici str, (please call Kate in advance on 069 766 355 to arrange 

a convenient time). 

Tuesday 22
nd

 November “Brunch and Baskets” – preparing and wrapping raffle prizes at Kate’s 

place, the Residence of the British Ambassador, Str. Alexei Mateevici 115 – all are welcome! 

Tuesday 29
th

 November - IWCM General Meeting - please bring the money from any raffle tickets you 

have sold and return any unsold tickets. 

Wednesday 30
th

 November – deadline for donations to the Second Hand Booth. You can deliver 

donations to the Residence of the US Ambassador at Drumul viilor 30A, but please call the 

Housekeeper, Valentina, beforehand on 079 500 026 to arrange a convenient time & date. 
Friday 2

nd
 December - set up day at Moldexpo, Pavilion 2 is open 9:00 - 18:00. The Pavilion will not 

be heated so wear warm clothes and bring hot drinks! 

Saturday 3
rd

 December - 10:00 - 16:00 Winter Bazaar 2011. Have a great time & raise 

lots of money for charity!  
Saturday 10

th
 December – Tony Hawks stand up comedy performance to close his “Random Fun” 

tour at the Filarmonica Nationala, Str. Mitropolit Varlaam, 78. All proceeds will go to the Hippocrates 

Centre. We will have more details about this event soon! 

 

Winter Bazaar 2011 – Dates for your Diary 

mailto:jasamer@yahoo.com
mailto:kate.shannon.2002@gamil.com
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In the last years we had wonderful projects that brought sunshine into children’s lives at the orphanage 

from Razalai-Pepeni, Singerei and Hippocrates Centre from Chisinau at Christmas time. It would be 

nice to continue the Angel Tree tradition and share just a very small part of what we have by helping 

needy children to have a happy Christmas this year.  

 Most of you know about the Angel Tree. One of the Club's  previous presidents, Marcie Gräfin 

Lambsdorff, started it two years ago. The idea of the project is that each member buys a gift, wraps it 

nicely in Christmas paper, or in a gift bag, puts a note with the child’s name on it to identify for whom 

the gift is intended and brings it either to our IWCM Christmas Party in December, or to our pre-

Bazaar General Meeting, which will be held on Tuesday, November 29th. The gifts could cost 

anywhere between 100 lei to 300 lei maximum. It could be anything taking into consideration the 

child's age and gender: toys and games, books and clothes etc. The director mentioned that all of them 

need creativity kits (like colored pencils, markers, aquarelle, colored paper, albums, scissors, glue), 

colorful books both in Russian and Romanian, useful toys, smart games.  

 This year we will be angels for the children from the Tuberculosis Sanatorium-Kindergarden Nr. 110 

(14 A Creanga str.), which is taking care of children suffering from the closed form of tuberculosis. 

The Sanatorium offers rehabilitation after the hospital 

treatment and provides them with accomodation during the 

working days, food and medical assistance. All the children are 

from the socially vulnerable families and are suffering from 

the closed form of tuberculosis, most of them having various 

chronicle diseases, like bronchitis, pneumonia, rhinitis, 

sinusitis, pyelonephritis, pancreatitis, cardiovascular 

problems.  

The list of children is sent by e- mail to all our members. Please 

send me the name of the child or children you choose, so that every child has one member to be their 

angel.  The gifts will be placed under the Christmas tree at the IWCM party and during the following 

week they will be delivered to the children at the Tuberculosis Sanatorium-Kindergarden Nr. 110 - and 

all members are very welcome to come along and join the fun!  WE CAN ALL BE ANGELS!  
 
 
 
 
 
EAT, DRINK, DANCE AND BE HAPPY 

By Wendela Kilmer 

 

Have you ever wanted to go on a culture-wine-food tour? In California? France? Italy? Please, have 

some imagination! Be a little adventurous and go on one in Romania and Moldova. 

It was my good luck to be invited to tag along free of charge with a group of tour operators on a fam 

tour. What is a fam tour, you ask? It’s a familiarization trip for tour operators and travel agents to learn 

about what is on offer in a given place and to find new and interesting tours for their clients. This fam 

tour by Cultural Romtour  was to check out the many wonders of Romania and Moldova. 

 

Angel Tree - Another IWCM Holiday Tradition 

Travel Stories 

http://www.culturalromtour.com/
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I must admit that when I was first invited, I was a tad suspicious. Go on a tour free of charge? For a 

whole week? Hotels paid? Food Paid? Transport paid? Did I want to learn about the culture in this part 

of the world, eat and wine-taste my way across Romania and Moldova?  Really?  Wasn’t this one of 

those situations of when it looks too good to be true, it probably is? Maybe it was a scam of some sort. 

Maybe I’d get kidnapped and . . .  Okay let's not go there. Who needs nightmares? 

I said yes. The other lucky person to go this year was fellow IWCM member Anne Cathrine 

Christiansen, or Kine to her friends. 

 

Our group on the bus was an international gang of nine – a Belgian, a German, a Norwegian (Kine), an 

Australian, a few Americans of interesting ethnic alloys and me, dual Dutch and American citizen. 

What can I say, it was an experience just sitting on a bus with these people and hear their war stories 

and get initiated into the workings of the behind-the-scenes travel industry. 

Leader of our tribe was the fabulous tour guide Victoria, who speaks four languages, English, German, 

Russian, Romanian, one of those people who makes a simple bilingual person such as myself feel 

humble and uneducated.  

 

The trip was a symphony of history, food, drink, music and dance. Dancing with the Gypsies no less. I 

tell you, it was fabulous, it was intoxicating.  We got history – a dizzying whirl of wars and battles and 

bloody strife. Of conquests and annexations, of armies rampaging through the countryside, raping, 

pillaging and impaling. We heard colorful tales about Dacian tribes, the Roman Empire, the Red 

Horde, the Saxons, the Ottoman Empire, the communist era under Ceausescu. And let’s not forget to 

mention good old Count Dracula, Vlad the Impaler, who hailed from Transylvania. Really, we 

deserved every drop of hootch we got along the way to recover from all the tragedies we vicariously 

suffered through. 

 

In Romania we loved the beautiful towns of Sibiu and 

Sighisoare. In Sighisoare we missed seeing the house 

where Dracula was born because a movie was being filmed 

and they’d closed it off for visitors. Fortunately, we had a 

liqueur and brandy tasting to cheer us up. We hadn’t had 

lunch yet and our stomachs were empty, which helped raise 

the mood quickly. 

 

A highlight was our visit to the home of a Roma family in 

Transylvania and learning more about their culture and 

lifestyle. (You can read a story about this on my blog here.) 

Not all Gypsies are beggars living in the streets of large 

cities. It’s always a good thing to be disabused of your 

prejudices and preconceived notions.  

 

We stayed in excellent hotels and lodges, as well as in a 

humble hostel run by a monastery. We ate fancy restaurant 

food as well as simple village fare. We saw exquisite as 

well as cheery architecture, visited opulent cathedrals as 

well as the modest underground monastery chapel in Orhei 

Vechi, not far from Chisinau. The vino flowing across the 

miles was a charming mix of the good, the bad and the 

holy. The holy being the wine we tasted in a monastery, blessed by the priests. Unfortunately, the 

blessing did not transform it into nectar of the gods, but the dinner there was quite gourmet, all 

prepared from food grown by the monks without chemical assistance. 

 

http://wp.me/pWIVP-g8
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We also visited Transnistria, which is a rather unique 

place, as most of you will already know. It is also home to 

the famous Kvint brandy factory and would you believe, 

we went there for a brandy dégustation  – seven varieties 

of brandy. It was very informative, interesting and 

intoxicating. It was also lunch time, but fortunately there 

was food. We eventually struggled out of there, back on the 

bus, across the border that is not a border, and traveled 

down to the Purcari wineries in the south of Moldova 

where we were treated to . . . you guessed it . . . a wine 

tasting. Of ten types of wine. Not just any old village 

plonk, either. No, we got to sip the wine of kings, queens 

and tsars. Our livers got a workout that day. 

 

I’m going to stop here. There was more, much more, but I 

don’t want to give away everything, because what you 

should do, really, is check out Cultural Romtour’s website 

at www.culturalromtour.com and if you want to talk to our 

Moldovan-based guide Victoria, also a member of IWCM, 

contact her at: Mobile: 079716490/068996644 office number: (022)221527 Address: Banulescu 

Bodoni 25, off. 44 

She can arrange for you your own personal tour and itinerary, long or short, through Romania, 

Moldova, Ukraine and Bulgaria. 

Wendela Kilmer arrived in Moldova in April of this year accompanying her husband who is the chief 

of party of the USAID ACED Project. Wendela grew up in the Netherlands and has cooked, shopped, 

mothered, traveled and written romance novels and stories in Africa, Asia, Europe, the US and the 

Middle East. You can read about her (mis)adventures on her blog Life in the Expat Lane 

(www.lifeintheexpatlane.com) 

 

 
 
Natalia Popov 

           November 8th 

 

 

 

ACTIVITY CLUBS INFO
 
The activities provided by the IWCM are a wonderful way to get together informally. Most are 
also open for spouses and friends. For those who are interested in joining an activity or who are 
new members, please read the list of activities. For more information, please visit the IWCM 

November Birthdays! 

http://www.culturalromtour.com/
http://www.lifeintheexpatlane.com/
http://www.lifeintheexpatlane.com/
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website www.iwcm.md or contact the coordinators directly. 
 

ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR – Beatrice Furic (jean.furic@clicknet.ro) 
If there is an activity which you would like to do which isn’t listed, or you would like to start you own 

group, please contact Beatrice Furic.  She is due to return to Chisinau at the end of October. 

 
BIBLE STUDY- Regan Childs (Phone 73-16-71 or e-mail reganmc2@yahoo.com) 
Non-denominational Christian Bible study is taking place at the home of Matt and Regan Childs. All 

are welcome to attend. Currently meeting weekly on Thursdays (open to discussion) at 7PM. A short 

break is occurring due to group member vacations. Please contact Matt and/or Regan for any questions 

or to let us know you are coming. 21/1 George Menuic. 

 
LUNCHEON GROUP- Corina Cepoi (ccepoi@yahoo.com Tel 069 133 229) 
Great food in great company! This group meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 12:30 PM. 

We try new places and revisit old favourites, but we always choose somewhere in the town centre so 

that members who are working can join us. Guests are also welcome!  

 
MAH JONG GROUP Fulga Tanasa (ftanasa@icmpp.ro or 73 86 74 or 068 361 542) 
For players of the classic Chinese game at any level – enthusiasts, beginners, learners and those who 

simply want to try are welcome, but be warned – it’s addictive! The group meets every week, but days 

and times are flexible. If you are interested, please contact Fulga Tanasa. 

 
INTERNATIONAL COOKING- Wendela Kilmer (wendelak@gmail.com.) 
This club meets once a month and we love to eat and share the fun of cooking! 
The first meeting will be at Wendela Kilmer's house and at that time we will discuss how we would 
like it organized. If you enjoy cooking, would like to host a gathering at your house at some time 
in the next year, please feel free to come and join us.  Ideas and suggestions welcome. Please do 
confirm by email to Wendela that you plan to attend, just so she knows how many more coffee 
cups she needs to buy. 

DATE: TBD 10:30 AM 
PLACE:  Kogalniceanu 87, house 15 

DIRECTIONS: 87 Strada Kogalniceanu is diagonally across the street from: 
Muzeul Naţional de Etnografie şi Istorie Naturală 

82 Strada Mihail Kogălniceanu 
(Google maps gives the location of her house further along down the street, so don't go by that.) 

 
CRAFTS GROUP- Gisela Johannes 
Learn a new craft, or share your skills and interests with others – you don’t have to be an expert! The 

group meets every Monday from 9:30 at the home of Gisela Johannes to prepare crafts which will be 

sold to raise money for charity at our Winter Bazaar. If you are interested please contact: Rodica Jalba 

rjalba@gmail.com Tel 079 403 244 If you need more information please call the Coordinator. 
 
ART GROUP- Elena Ortopelea (Elena.ortopelea@yahoo.com or mobile 068 039 271) 
Moldova has a wealth of artistic talent and many painters and sculptors take part in our annual spring 

fundraiser, the Night of Art (next Night of Art: Friday 27
th

 April 2012). The Art Group provides an 

opportunity to visit artists informally in their studios, view their range of work and find out more about 

their ideas and inspiration. There is no obligation to buy - artists are very happy just to show their work 

to visitors - but if a piece is to your liking, you can discuss prices! Visits take place during the 

afternoon of the third Saturday each month.  

 

mailto:jean.furic@clicknet.ro
mailto:ccepoi@yahoo.com
mailto:wendelak@gmail.com
mailto:rjalba@gmail.com
mailto:Elena.ortopelea@yahoo.com
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AFTERNOON BOOK CLUB- Donna Bennard (majbennard@yahoo.com or (022) 280103 
(home) or 079181286 (mobile). 
• Meeting dates and times: 1x per month, usually the 3rd Wednesday at 2:00pm. The language is 
English, but the books come from all over the world. If you love to read and talk about what 
you’ve read over lovely munchies, then this is the group for you. I think that sometimes our 
conversations are better than the books themselves! Do come and join us! 

Date: TBD at 2:00 PM 
(location to be announced via e-mail) 

November Reading List – Lynn Atkins The Other Bolelyn Girl by Phillipa Gregory 
November Reading List – Regan Childs The Help by Kathryn Stockett 

Future books we are thinking about: 
Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortensen 

Bleachers by John Grisham 
Now is the Time to Do What You Love by Nancy Whitney Reiter 

We usually decide early and pass around copies of books that people already have.  It saves the 
headache of trying to import/order the books and waiting for them to arrive. 
 

Collect Plastic Bottle Caps 
 

                               
 

Dear ladies, be part of the campaign to feed those in need!  Regina Pacis Foundation turns our plastic 
bottle caps into food!  Please collect all of them and then call us: Beatrice Furic – 068 118318 or Gheorge 
Badratanu (str. Sfatul Tarii nr. 17, Chisinau) – 079 345405 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP! 

 

Fine Arts Performances 
 

The National Philharmonic 
78 Mitropolit Varlaam Street 

(Note that the box office is closed from 14:00–15:00 and that tickets are generally available 
approximately two weeks in advance of the performance.)  All performances are in the Great Hall 
at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. For more information go to: 

http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/ 
 

 
 
 
 

60 Caps =  
    1 loaf of bread  

  for needy 
people 

        

 

mailto:majbennard@yahoo.com
http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/
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Highly Recommended Moldovan Housekeeper Seeks New Employment 

Many of you will remember our former IWCM member, Suzanna Balian, who did so much for our 

club and whose husband worked at the US Embassy. She asked me to say hello to all those who 

remember her and she sent me the following message recommending her former housekeeper, Galina, 

who is urgently seeking new employment because there are fewer families to work for at the US 

Embassy this year.   

Galina is a hardworking, consistent and loyal housekeeper, baby-sitter, and gardener.  She worked for 

our family for 2 years (2007-2009) and we only have positive things to say about her. She does full 

housekeeping, laundry, ironing, baby-sitting and gardening. Easily follows any given directions and 

tasks.  She always followed our directions in regard to the children (bedtime, food, etc.) and the house 

(cleaning, laundry, ironing, etc.) never leaving things undone.  Galina is fluent in Romanian and 

Russian, speaks some English. She is ready to work full time for one family or part-time for two 

families.  She can also do some shopping for you, and help with receptions and dinners. While you are 

away, she will take care of your garden and plants. She went through all the necessary security check 

ups with flying colors.  Galina's contact telephone: 715802 (home), 069657682 (cell). 

Please contact Susanna Balian maphanja@yahoo.com  if you require any further information.  
 
 

Classifieds 

Opera and Ballet Theater 
152 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard 

Tel: 24-51-04 (booking office) 
All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise 

noted.  For more information check: 
http://www.nationalopera.md/index.php 

 
 

Organ Hall 
81 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard 

Tel: 23-72-62; 22-51-51; 22-54-71; 22-25-28 
All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise 

noted.  For more information check: 
http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/ 

In addition to Susanna's recommendation, this came in from Emily and Jereme Mellenthin for whom 

Galina worked following the Balian's departure. 

Friendly, Reliable, and Thorough Housekeeper: 

Galina speaks English, Russian and Romanian and is looking for housekeeping work, 3x/week.  

Occassionally she is also able to babysit.  She was with our family for 2.5 years and really became a part 

of us.  Galina is a thorough cleaner and takes direction well.  We have departed Chisinau and are more 

than happy to provide references for Galina.  Please feel free to contact Jereme or Emily Mellenthin at 

emilymellenthin@gmail.com or Galina: 069657682. 

 

mailto:maphanja@yahoo.com
http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/
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2011/2012 IWCM Board Members 
 

Co-Presidents: Marie Moser & Ana Maria Luft 

Vice-President: Liliana Busuioc  

Board Secretary: vacant 

Treasurer: Nancy Carlson 

Fund Raising Coordinator: Jennifer Griffith 

Grants Committee Coordinator: Kate Shannon 

Press and Public Relations: Irina Nanu 

Newsletter Editor: Carmen Dubuque 

Website: vacant 

Membership / Newcomers: Rodica Jalba & Olga Micheli 

Activities Coordinator: Beatrice Furic 

Hospitality Coordinators: Fulga Tanasa & Angela Stoica 

 

We are always happy to hear from members who would like to join the board. Our next elections are 

due in May 2012, but vacancies can come up at any time and we currently have two vacancies: Board 

Secretary and Website Coordinator. If you would be interested in joining us and would like to find out 

more, please contact any of the board members listed above, or send an e-mail to 

info.iwcm@yahoo.com  

 

 

Most of you may know him – this is Roman 

from Oleg's Taxi service.  He has started his 

own company and is highly reliable, always 

very helpful and always courteous. 

Apartment for rent: 
A new comfortable 80 sq m, 2-room luxury 
class apartment in a new building fully 
furnished and equipped.  Includes: individual 
heating system, air conditioning, parquet 
floors, TV (cable), telephone, Internet, 
washer, dishwasher, microwave oven, 
refrigerator. The flat comprises a large living 
room, one bedroom, large kitchen fully 
furnished and equipped with appliances, 
bathroom, toilet + bidet, 2 balconies, a mini 
cabinet and a cloakroom. There is 
underground parking and a nice courtyard for 
relaxing outdoors, as well as a children.’s 
playground. There is an inter phone system at 
the entrance door to ensure safety. 
The flat is situated on Grenoble Street 1 
corner Gh. Asachi Street, not far from the 
Polish Embassy and very close to the Center. 
Available for rent at a good price for long 
period. For further information please 
contact Natalia at 0 693 04022. 
 

 

mailto:info.iwcm@yahoo.com
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Editor’s Note 
 

I read somewhere today that Christmas is only 57 days away and I almost feel guilty for not feeling 

rushed and harried.  Instead, visions of sweet waffles fresh of the iron and warming mugs of Glühwein 

invade my mind.  Preparing for the holidays takes on a different pace here in Moldova.  Putting 

together this newsletter I am reminded of that while looking at last year's photos, bringing back lovely 

memories of how much fun it was.  The huge turn-outs of shoppers very much reminded me of pre-

Christmas shopping back in the States, but in a much more relaxed atmosphere and less harried people.  

Looking forward to this event with great anticipation, 

 

Carmen  


