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President’s Report 
 
As the new Co-President and since Sara on her way to the US for her daughter’s graduation, I have 
the pleasure to write my first President’s report. First I must apologize for not knowing you all by 
name yet. It is much easier for you to know a new board member than for me to get to know all of 
you, so please bear with me for a while.  For those of you who haven’t sent your picture to Susanna 
to put on our website, please do so as that would make it easier for all of us to put a face and 
name together.  Thank you. 
 
This is my first spring here in Chişinău, and it is fantastic to see how fast everything turns green. 
The custom of planting trees and celebrating the beginning of spring is a new experience.   
 
Just like Mother Nature, our club is also in action preparing for one of our biggest charity events: 
the Night of Art at MoldExpo. This year Paula passed her files on to Davorka and Sandra. They have 
been very busy writing to more than 500 artists in Moldova—including Transnistria and Gagausia—
asking them to participate. After going through all the replies and photos and descriptions of their 
work, 150 artists (painters, sculptors, textile artists, potters and even young art students) have 
been invited to participate. That means we will have 50% more participants than last year!! GREAT!  
 
In order to make our Night of Art a success, we really need your participation.   At the general 
meeting on May 6th you will be able to sign up to help in a variety of ways. We need volunteers to 
help with set-up the day before (May 15) as well as during the event itself.  Please read the “Night 
of Art” and the “Volunteers Needed” articles below and help your club with this very important, 
very enjoyable event. We are expecting around 200 guests.  Please bring all bring your friends and 
family. You can buy your tickets at the May 6 meeting or at the door on the 16th .  The cost is 100 
lei. I am looking forward to the Night of Art as we will have a lot of fun and at the same time raise 
money to help people in Moldova!  
 
I’m sorry that neither Sara nor I will be able to come to the May meeting, but I will be at the Night 
of Art and hope to see you all there. 
 
                                     Marcie 
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P.S. During our last board meeting we talked about having a picnic in the summer so we can get to 
know each other better. Any ideas about where to go?   
 

Mark Your May Calendars 
 

6th:  General meeting at the Leo Grand Hotel 
at 18:30 

8th:   Six and under play group  

        Tennis at 9:00 

         Bible study at 19:00 

12th:  Charlas Españolas at 14:00  

14th:  Romanian language group 

15th:  Six and under play group  

         Tennis at 9:00 

         Cooking at 11:00 

         Bible study at 19:00 

16th:  Night of Art 18:00-21:30 at MoldExpo   
Pavilion 2 

19th:  Charlas Españolas at 14:00 

21st:   Romanian language group 

22nd:  Six and under play group 

          Tennis at 9:00 

          Bible study at 19:00 

26th:   Charlas Españolas at 14:00 

28th:   Romanian language group 

29th:   Six and under play group  

         Tennis at 9:00 

          Bible study at 19:00 
For more information, please visit the IWCM website www.iwcm.md or contact the coordinators 
directly. 
Bible Study Harriet Caldwell                      
Playgroup  Jennifer Glunt   
Book Club   Judy Goldman 
Cooking  Ana Levinson                                 
Romanian Language Peggy Spanos 

Sightseeing and Tours Marina Parmentier        
Tennis, Francophone Café, Charlas Españolas 
DelphineTorres 
Movie Club  Susanna Balian 

 

 
 

Night of Art 2008 
 
This year’s event will be bigger and better than ever.  A total of 150 of Moldova’s top artists will be 
selling their work and helping us to raise money for charity, and there will be music, food and 
drinks.  It’s a delightful way to spend a Friday evening.  Tickets are 100 lei and will 
be available at the meeting on May 6, at the Organ Hall on Stefan cel Mare or from 
Davorka or Sandra who are coordinating this important event. 
 
We are asking members to donate food this year as we never seem to have 
enough.  There will be sign-up sheets at the general meeting.  Please plan to 
donate small sandwiches, a vegetable platter, placinta, sarmale or crackers and 
cheese for 25 people.  If you don’t have the time to shop, you can donate 
money instead.  Anush is in charge of food, so please contact her about your 
donation if you can’t attend the meeting (069-295-727).   
 
We also need lots of volunteers on May 15 and 16.  Please read the next article and help us out.    
Thanks in advance.             
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Volunteers Needed! 
 
The Committee for the Night of Art has been working hard for several months to organize this event 
that is one of our club’s main fundraisers. Please join in the fun and assist during set up on May 15th  
or on the 16th to take tickets, to translate, to direct visitors, to work as a cashier, and to help the 
event run smoothly! Please donate your time and effort to insure this important, enjoyable event is  
a success! If you can help, please sign up at the meeting on May 6 or call Davorka (068-253-765) or 
Sandra (069-955-587) or send Marcie and e-mail (marcie@lambsdorff.de). 
 

       Davorka and Sandra 
 

 
 
 

Membership 
 
Dear Ladies,  
 
The April meeting was well attended by 36 members and 1 guest. We had a presentation from 
Zepter Company. In April we added 10 new members to our club: Viorica Ghimpu, Olga Stasisheva, 
Veronica Cretu, Irina Martiniuc, Ylva Sörman Nath, Nancy Raatz, Roza Mukambetova, Marie Claire 
Buyse, Fatima Chrystal and Lynne Nash. Welcome to you all. We are also saying goodbye to six 
members: Royana Butler, Kyoko Chadwick, Jennifer Glunt, Lidia Zapada, Pia Lindegger and Eileen 
Bonneville who will leave in June and also to Julia Ackley and Maria Bayer who have already left 
Moldova. We wish them all the best. Our membership total is now 100. 
 

              Rodica 
 

Web Master 
 
Due to technical issues with info@iwcm.md, membership@iwcm.md, and webmaster@iwcm.md, 
these e-mail accounts they will be terminated. Starting May 1, the official IWCM addresses will be: 
  

• General Questions: info.iwcm@yahoo.com (for secretary Davorka Whiteside) 
• Membership: membership.iwcm@yahoo.com (for membership and newcomers coordinator  

Rodica Jalba) 
• Webmaster: webmaster.iwcm@yahoo.com (for webmaster Susanna Balian) 

  
The other two addresses will remain: 
  

• Winter Bazaar: iwcmoldova@yahoo.com (for bazaar coordinatorJudy Goldman) 
• IWCM Grants Committee: iwcmgranst@yahoo.com (for grants committee chair Kyra Buchko) 

 
 
Please remember that you must have an online account to access “members only” areas of the site.  
If you do not have an account yet and want to open one, please send me an email at 
webmaster.iwcm@yahoo.com.  
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In April our site was visited 716 times by 596 unique visitors from 24 countries as well as from 
numerous educational institutions and organizations. The most active foreign visitors were from 
USA, Germany, Russia, Netherlands, Colombia, Italy, Thailand, and Portugal.  On April 2 we had the 
largest number.  
 

 Susanna 

 
 
 

Grants Committee 
 

Winter Charity Bazaar Grantee 
 

One of the recipients of the money we raised at the 2007 winter charity bazaar was Punct Medical 
de Blauresti. Sarah Goldman, a Peace Corps health volunteer serving in the village of Balauresti one 
hundred kilometers west of Chisinau in Nisporeni Raion will use the money to offer a series of 
seminars to train trainers in basic health problems. She teaches health education in grades five 
through nine with two Moldovan teacher partners, and she also works with the nurses in the village 
to help prepare presentations and 
materials on various community health 
topics. On March 6, she and her nurse 
partner Mario Divo and her teacher 
partners conducted training for trainers 
for all of the nurses and some of the 
biology and chemistry teachers in the 
raion. The goals of the seminar were 
three-fold: 
 

• to teach the participants how to 
organize and conduct a 
presentation including how to 
find and prepare information, 
how to organize it so that it is 
clear and accessible to any type 
of audience, how to prepare 
visuals, and tips on how to speak 
effectively in public and how to 
incorporate different teaching methods such as role playing; 

• to provide participants  with specific information on diabetes and tuberculosis; 
• to provide participants with a health manual with information on sexually transmitted 

infections, tuberculosis, hepatitis A and B, heart disease, diabetes, nutrition, colon cancer, 
breast cancer, testicular cancer, prostate cancer and patient’s rights 

 
There were 37 participants and a speaker from Chişinău who gave a presentation about diabetes. At 
the end of the seminar all of the participants received the health manual. The participants will 
return to their villages and conduct health presentations and disseminate much needed information 
in their communities.   The next seminar will be in mid-May in Magdacesti.   
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                                                      Diabetes Lecture and Test 
 

Trip to Donduseni 
 
On April 6, Kyra Buchko, Harriet Caldwell, Mary Mix, and Heidi Soule visited the Moldovan Women’s 
Club in Donduseni Raion which is northwest of Bălţi about three hours by car from Chişinău.  These 
women gather three Sundays a month to talk about issues concerning their communities, families, 
and schools, and they go on excursions together and do projects and programs in their raion.  
Several of the ladies are involved in various NGO’s depending on their skills and experience, and 
there are several mother and daughter members.  They are all creative, educated, energetic 
women from different walks of life who share their very positive outlooks on life with their 
neighbors. 
 
Rimma Papuc talked about the history and activities of their club, and we shared information about 
our social and charitable activities.  They were very interested in the IWCM website and details 
about the composition of the club, i.e., how many members, from which countries, etc.  One of the 
Donduseni club members recited a very moving poem she had written about the life of Moldovan 
women, and the entire group joined in singing a few traditional Moldovan songs welcoming 
springtime.  We presented them with an IWCM hand-painted plate (the one new members receive) 
and well as a set of teacups and saucers.  They presented our club with a hand-painted wine jug 
and we shared delicious snacks and homemade wine. 
 

         Kyra 
 

 
 

May Holidays 
 

The earliest celebrations on May 1 were held in pre-Christian Europe like the 
Celtic celebration of Beltane and the Walpurgis Night in Germanic countries. 
Although theses celebrations faded as Europe became Christianized, a more 
secular version of the holiday continues in the tradition of dancing around 
the Maypole and crowning the May Queen.  

Various socialist and labor movement celebrations are also held on May 1. In 
America, May Day commemorates the Haymarket Riot of 1886 in Chicago, Illinois 
that actually occurred on May 4 but was the culmination of labor unrest that began on May 1. The 
date consequently became an anarchist and socialist holiday during the 20th century and is often 
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known as International Workers' Day or Labor Day. May Day has since become an international 
celebration of the social and economic achievements of the working classes and labor movements. 

May 5 is a holiday this year because it’s Easter for the Dead (see the April newsletter for an 
explanation). 

 
May 9 is Victory Day and marks the end of World War II in Europe, specifically the surrender of Nazi 
forces to the Allies on May 8, 1945. It is celebrated in CIS countries and former USSR members on 
May 9 because when the German Instrument of Surrender actually took effect at 23:01 Central 
European time, it was already May 9 in the USSR and Eastern Europe. 
 

 
 
 

March Executive Committee Meeting 
 
The meeting included both retiring committee members and those newly elected at the March 
general meeting.  Marcie and Sara welcomed new members and thanked retiring members for their 
dedicated service to the club.  (The 2008 Executive Committee was introduced in the April 
newsletter.) 
 
Old business: Susanna and Kyra are working on the IWC business cards and pamphlets.  
 
Proceeds from the fashion show were 11,800 lei.  The money will be used to buy equipment for the 
Technical Institute.  Marcie offered to bring it in from Germany as it would be less expensive.   
 
A total of 19 people completed the on-line questionnaire.  In general, members would like more 
activities.   
 
To date, the grants committee had received 42 applications for money from the Night of Art.  This 
was more than last year and was possibly due to the fact that the applications can now be 
submitted in English, Romanian or Russian.  Kyra thanked the members who are translating them.   
 
Union Fenosa would like to participate in this year’s Night of Art in a silent auction of Moldovan 
masterpieces they have donated to UNICEF.  They will give us 25% of the proceeds from the 
auction.  We discussed possibly having the auction from 15:00 to 18:00 for VIPs only.  A total of 550 
letters have been sent to artists.  IWC has the most complete database of artists in the country.  
The manager of the Organ Hall agreed to let us use one of their jumbo posters outside to advertise 
the event and also agreed to sell tickets for us.    
 
Harriet presented membership statistics from January 2005 to the present. We discussed the 
possibility of changing the by-laws so that members could sponsor new members just once instead 
of once a year.  We agreed that at present there are no problems with membership, but we would 
discuss it again in April and reach a conclusion. 
 
New business:  Susanna reported that a hacker had planted a subliminal ad on our website.  She 
installed a firewall to guard against that happening again.  Stela said that Zepter, one of our 
sponsors at the winter bazaar, will make a 15 minute presentation at the April general meeting.  
They can organize demonstrations of their cookware, cosmetics and medical equipment for us. 
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Club Classifieds                  
 
 

 

I have been recently posted to Moldova and would like to buy a second-hand 4X4 vehicle in good 
condition, preferably a Toyota Land Cruiser/Range Rover/Pajero from any diplomat/expatriate. 
Please contact me via e-mail at either khudaspa@gmail.com or ylva.sorman@asdi.md  or phone 
068 044 866.   Ylva Sörman Nath, Swedish Embassy.

 

Check out the latest café in town: 
the Loft Café Club is at 3 Nicolai 
Iorga St. in the new building 
(89 00 75, 069 331 222).  

 

Bucur Italian restaurant, one of our loyal 
sponsors, is changing its name to Griglia D'Oro and 
is moving to 141 Vasile Alecsandri St. as of May 1.

 

 
 
 

Winter Bazaar 
 

Yes, I agree, it’s a little bizarre to be talking about the Winter Bazaar when we’re having such 
wonderful though slightly wet spring weather, but when you’re doing your spring 
cleaning, remember IWC’s second-hand clothes, white elephant and toy booth.  
Marcie will be collecting everything at her house (next to QSI).  Please give her a 
call at 22 65 33 before you plan to deliver your items. 

 
If you’re traveling this summer, pick up some items for a raffle basket.  It was once 

again a huge, huge success last year. If you’d like to help at the bazaar by 
chairing a bazaar committee, just send me an e-mail (goldpersons@yahoo.com).  

          

             Judy    
 

 
 
 

May Cultural Calendar 
 

The National Philharmonic 
78 Mitropolit Varlaam Street 

(Note that the box office is closed from 14:00–15:00 and that tickets are generally available 
approximately two weeks in advance of the performance.) 

All performances listed below are in the Great Hall at 18:00 unless otherwise noted.  
 

  2nd:  Symphony Orchestra directed by Vladimir Coverda remembers Grigore Voronovschi  
  8th:  Students of Professor Buinvschi perform for his 60th birthday (Small Hall)  
  9th:  American music in Moldova featuring piano soloist Thomas Pandolfy directed by Mihai Agafitz 
14th:  13.00 (Romanian) and 14.30 (Russian) surprise concert by students 
15th:  The Folklore Orchestra plays popular music celebrating 40 years of performances    
 7

mailto:goldpersons@yahoo.com
mailto:khudaspa@gmail.com
mailto:ylva.sorman@asdi.md


16th:  The Symphony Orchestra performs featuring Olga Podobinschi from Romania on piano directed 
by Iulain Rusu also from Romania  

18th:  Pre-selection of contestants for Delfice-2008 
23rd:  Symphony orchestra directed by Patrick Strub from Germany 
25th:  An entertaining concert 
 

Opera and Ballet Theater  
152 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard, Tel: 24-51-04 (booking office) 

 
11th  at 14:00:  Swan Lake Ballet 
15th :    Coppellia Ballet 
18th :    Luceafarul Ballet 
22nd :   The Wayward Daughter Ballet 
25th:     Rigoletto Opera 
29th:     Iolanta Opera 
31st:     Gala Concert  
 
 

Organ Hall 
          81 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard 

              Tel: 23-72-62; 22-51-51; 22-54-71; 22-25-28 
           All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 

 
When I clicked on the May schedule, alas, it was still the April schedule. I went in person to try to 
get a copy, but the doors were locked.  They definitely have a lot going on, so do check the website 
(www.turism.md) or pay the box office a visit.   Judy 
 

HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
 

 

 
Rosa Boesch – 1 

Deborah Umbehr - 6 
Natalia Sedlekova -14 
Olga Stasishena - 22 
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