
      
                                                                
 

 

 
Newsletter  November 2007   
 

President’s Report 
 
Our annual winter holiday bazaar is just around the corner.  Judy is once again doing a fantastic job 
coordinating this important fundraising event.  There is still a lot to be done while each of her 
various committees is preparing in a different way for the big event.  Thank you for all the hard 
work that I am seeing and hearing about.  There is a lot going on… 

• From the international side, the bazaar will feature goodies for sale with embassies and 
organizations planning their tables to showcase foods and souvenirs from their home 
countries.  

• From the artistic side, the craft group has started to meet weekly at Floriana’s residence 
where creative juices are flowing, and Ramona Lupu is contacting Moldovan artists to see if 
they want to participate.  If you know of any who might, let Ramona know. 

• From the lucky draw side, Jennifer Griffith and Delphine Torres are preparing the ever so 
popular raffle baskets.  Donations are most welcome. Read more about it in this edition.  

• From the real bargain side, there is still time to go through your closets, homes and 
children’s play rooms for items you no longer need.  Your “trash” could become someone 
else’s treasure.  Pia and I are collecting these second hand items and Olga Fala is in charge. 

• From the publicity side, Natalia Angheli and her helpers are making sure that word about 
the bazaar gets out and is arranging press coverage before and during the big event.  

• From the sponsorship side, we are a little bit weak and are looking for more.  If you know of 
an organization that would like to sponsor us, pick up a letter at the November 6 meeting. 

• From the spare change side, Letty Beyer will again be organizing her very successful coin 
campaign in embassies and organizations. 

• And finally, who will be the beneficiaries of all this hard work?  Kyra and her grant 
committee members are carefully reviewing applications and making site visits to decide.  
We eagerly await their selections.  

If you are feeling left out and want to take part in any of these groups, don’t be shy.  Please come 

forth!  Judy and I welcome your help and are just an email away.  Sara 
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Mark Your November Calendars 
 

  1st :    Six and under play group from 10:00 until 12:00   

  5th:    Charlas Españolas 14:00 at Delphine’s   

  6th:    General meeting 18:30 at the Leo Grand Hotel 

  7th:    Winter Bazaar crafts 10:00-12:00 at Floriana’s 

 Romanian language group at 14:30 

 Book group 19:30 at Judy’s 

  8th:     Six and under play group from 10:00 until 12:00      

  9th:     Francophone café at 11:00 at Sara’s 

10th:     Tennis 9:00–10:00 at Niagara Club 

12th:     Charlas Españolas 14:00 at Delphine’s 

13th:     Winter Bazaar Crafts 14:00-16:00 at Floriana’s 

14th:     Romanian Language Group at 14:30 

15th:     Six and under play group from 10:00 until 12:00 

17th:     Tennis 9:00–10:00 at Niagara Club 

19th:     Charlas Españolas 14:00 at Delphine’s 

 21st:     Winter Bazaar crafts 10:00-12:00 at Floriana’s 

  Romanian language group at 14:30 

22nd:     Six and under play group from 10:00 until 12:00 

24th:     Tennis 9:00–10:00 at Niagara Club 

26th:     Charlas Españolas 14:00 at Delphine’s 

27th:     Winter Bazaar Crafts 14:00-16:00 at Floriana’s 

28th:     Romanian language group at 14:30 

For more information, please visit the IWCM website www.iwcm.md or contact the coordinators 
directly. 
 
Arts  Maria Cernobrovciuc     
Bible Study Harriet Caldwell 
Book Club   Kate Whitbeck and Judy Goldman 
Cooking      Ana Levinson  
Francophone Café Delphine Torres 
Monthly Breakfasts/Lunches Susanna Balian    
Playgroup (7-10 years) Corina Cepoi and Kyra Buchko 
Playgroup (0-6 years) Jennifer Glunt 
Romanian Language Peggy Spanos 
Scrapbooking Harriet Caldwell 
Sightseeing and Tours Anush Klimczyk 
Tennis Delphine Torres 
Winter Bazaar Crafts Floriana  

http://www.iwcm.md/


 

From the Grants Committee 
 
 
We are currently evaluating the 28 applications we received for the 2008 grant competition.  They 
are from organizations throughout the country including the town of Ocnita in the far north, Leova 
in the west and the villages of Pirlita (near Bălţi) and Balauresti.   From this latest round of 
applications we will choose recipients for the proceeds of this year's Winter Charity Bazaar.   
  
Grant Committee members are organizing site visits to a select group of applicants to meet the 
people behind the proposals and to learn more about each organization.  Please join us on one or 
more of these visits!   Your participation adds to our evaluation and gives you a chance to learn 
more about organizations dedicated to serving needy communities in Moldova.  We hope to 
complete our site visits in the next few weeks and announce our grant finalists by the end of the 
month.  For more information or to sign up for a site visit, please contact Grants Committee Chair 
Kyra Buchko or any committee member. 
 
Our Visit to Straseni Orphanage 
 
The non-government organization Women’s Initiative received a grant in 2007 to help this 
orphanage. IWCM funds purchased five sewing machines and the necessary materials and supplies to 
support a sewing course for teenaged girls. Members of the Grants Committee organized an 

outreach visit to celebrate the start of the course on 
September 27. Currently, the girls are practicing with 
second-hand fabrics, but in November they are planning to 
start using the materials bought with grant funds. They are 
learning to make blouses, night gowns, aprons, pillowcases, 
handkerchiefs and trousers. It was a great pleasure to see 
how eager they were to learn and that even at such young 
ages they were confident using the machines. 
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Inna, the 
instructor, 
shared her 
passion for 

teaching basic sewing and explained that she 
wanted to encourage her students to design their 
own clothes. Inna told us that there had been a 
noticeable increase in the number of students who 
wanted to participate in her sewing classes. Both 
she and her students said that was due to the arrival 
of the new sewing machines. The students thanked 
us for them and said that sewing is very important 
to them because it gives them a chance to work in 
better conditions and to sustain their livelihoods in Moldova.  
       
 
 

Kyra 
 
 
 
 
 



From our Web Master 
 
In October our site was visited 474 times by 392 unique visitors from 17 countries as well as from 

numerous educational institutions and organizations. The most active foreign visitors 
were from Germany, Russia, India, China, Netherlands and Japan. On October 18 we 
had the largest number of visitors.  
 
NOTE: To access the top menu on the web site, you must register online.  When 
registering, please keep in mind that the password you enter should have six or more 

characters, and please enter your full name to save time confirming your membership. Your login 
can be anything you prefer.  
 
Online registration steps: 

 
1. Go to www.iwcm.md  
2. On the front page at the left lower corner click Register 

  
 

Susanna 
 

From the Membership Coordinators 
 

Dear Ladies, 

At the October meeting, the Marines gave us an interesting presentation on their upcoming ball 
on November 10.  Delphine and Jennifer and Judy also updated us on preparations for the 
winter charity bazaar raffle. There is more on both these events in this issue of the newsletter.   

Seven new members joined in October.  Please welcome Tatiana Colin, Danijela Dakiovic,    
Marcie Lambsdorff, Kathy O’Grady, Veronkia Raetchi, Jacqueline Van der Veer and Desislava 
Vetter. 

Valeria Ieseanu, Anush Klimczyk, Liliana Matieu and Liliana Salaru, please bring your dues to the 
meeting on November 6.  

 

     Natalia and Natalia (Golovina and Popov) 
  Acting Membership Coordinators 
               membership@iwcm.md
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Book Group 
 
Let’s get this group going.  Bring a book you’ve recently enjoyed to share and exchange at Judy’s 
on Wednesday evening November 7 at 19:30.  All languages and spouses are welcome.  Please e-
mail Judy if you’re planning to come so she can give you directions to her apartment 
(iwcmoldova@yahoo.com).  
 

        Kate and Judy 
 
 

A Familiar Sight 
 

Of course we all know the statue of Ştefan cel Mare in the public park 
that bears his name, but just who was he and why has he been voted 
the most famous Moldavian ever?  His complete title is Ştefan cel Mare şi 
Sfânt, Stephen the Great and Holy. He was the Prince of Moldavia from 
1457 until his death in 1504 and the most prominent member of the 
House of Muşat. His father, Bogdan II, ruled Moldavia from1449 to1451 
when he was captured and beheaded by his half-brother Petru Aron 
which set off a civil war between Aron and a nephew of Alexandru cel 
Bun.  Ştefan took refuge in Transylvania eventually moving into the 
court of his cousin Vlad III of Wallachia, aka Vlad the Impaler or Vlad 
Dracula, where he no doubt picked up some pointers on that ever 
popular method for dispatching one’s foes.  Vlad lent him 6000 
horsemen, and he defeated Aron at Dlojesti. 

During his reign, Ştefan turned Moldavia into a strong state and 
maintained her independence, especially against the Ottoman Empire.  
He won 34 of his 36 battles and was the first European prince to 
decisively defeat the Turks and stop their advance into the Balkans.  In 
response to Polish designs on Moldavia’s independence, however, Ştefan 
eventually concluded a treaty in 1486 with Sultan Beyazid II that preserved Moldavia's self rule in 
exchange for an annual tribute. The Principality of Moldavia would spend the next three hundred 
years as an Ottoman vassal state.  

He was a religious man, and though his reign was marked by continuous strife, it also saw 
considerable cultural development.  He erected many churches and monasteries some of which are 
now UNESCO World Heritage Sites.  He died at Suceava and is buried in the Monastery of Putna.  
The monument we know was first unveiled in Chişinău in 1928 but was whisked off Romania in 1940 
when then Bessarabia was occupied by the Soviets.  When Bessarabia was taken back by Romania in 
1942, Ştefan reappeared in Chişinău only to disappear to Romania again when the Soviets took over 
in 1944.  With the opening of the state university in 1946, however, Ştefan was once again returned 
to Chişinău where he is now THE place to meet your friends and to pay floral tributes on all 
occasions. 
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Club Classifieds 
                 

 

A new café opened this summer called Café Café at 50 Eminescu. Call 079-272-000 for 
reservations. It’s a very elegant café/restaurant with ultra modern decor, an interesting and 
original menu, good coffee and desserts and very good service.  It’s moderately expensive.  
 

OPA has reappeared (88 Varlaam) 
under new management with a new 
menu that still includes Greek dishes. 
Their phone number is 22-18-62 

 
LA VIE EN ROSE at 69 M. Varlaam has 
wonderful French house wares. Their 
phone number is 22 73 17 and their e-mail 
address is lavieenrose69@yahoo.fr.   They 
have interesting French porcelain (plates, 
cups, dishes, teapots.....), frames, clocks 
and modern chandeliers. It’s all très chic. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

No time to shop?  Call 92-11-92 and they’ll deliver just 
about anything 24/7.  That includes food, flowers, items 
from your favorite store and food from your favorite 
restaurant.  You can also order on line at 
www.meniu.md 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Calling all bridge players.  Three relaxed, experienced players are desperately seeking a fourth 
relaxed, experienced player.  Please send an e-mail to iwcmoldova@yahoo.com if you’d like to 
play. 
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I’m looking for an art teacher to give my daughter 
drawing lessons either in Romanian or in English.  
If you can recommend a private teacher, please 
e-mail me at iwcmoldova@yahoo.com     
 
Thanks, Peggy Spanos 

 
 
 
 

 
 

WEB LIBRARY 

Based on requests by club members we will be creating a database on the website 
of personal collections of books, DVDs and VHS that owners would be willing to 
lend to other members for temporary use. The database will be password 
accessible only.   

If you would like to have your collection(s) listed on the Web Library, please send a 
list to . Lists should include:  webmaster@iwcm.md

for books: Title, Author, and Language  

for DVD/VHS: Title, Staring Artists, Language(s), and Subtitles  
 

mailto:webmaster@iwcm.md
mailto:lavieenrose69@yahoo.fr
mailto:iwcmoldova@yahoo.com
mailto:iwcmoldova@yahoo.com
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The Marine Ball 
 
 
This year’s gala will be on November 10 at the Leo Grand Hotel.  All IWCM members and their 
guests (members or non-members) are welcome to attend.  Non-members are also welcome to 
attend with their guests as long as they are directly referred by an IWCM member (e.g., friends, 
associates, colleagues, etc.).  Tickets are $65 a person and are still available.  They will be on sale 
at the November 6 meeting, or you can purchase them by contacting the US Embassy Community 
Liaison Office at 40-89-46. 
 
 

Winter Bazaar 
 
There is still plenty of time to join in the fun.  As Sara mentioned, we need sponsors to defray our 
expenses so we can give more money to charities.  So far, only Sun TV has offered to help us.  I’ll 
have letters (in English and Romanian) at the November 6 meeting that you can take to potential 
sponsors that explain how they can help and a list of organizations we’ve already contacted so we 
don’t duplicate efforts (and annoy people). The deadline is November 15 as we have to prepare our 
advertising.   
 
We also need more items to raffle off.  I’ll have letters at the meeting that you can take to your 
favorite restaurant/shop/winery/whatever to ask for donations. Again, we’ll have a list of places 
we’ve already contacted; you can just add your contact on at the end. If you haven’t signed up to 
donate a basket yet, please do so at the meeting on the 6th.  We can never have too many. If 
you’ve been saving empty Kleenex boxes, please bring them to the November meeting, and don’t 
forget to sign up for a two-hour shift on December 15.   Let’s make this bazaar the best one ever. 
  

       Judy  
 

November Cultural Calendar 
 

Organ Hall 
          81 Ştefan cel Mare Boulevard 

              Tel: 23-72-62; 22-51-51; 22-54-71; 22-25-28 
           All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 

 
1 : 19.00  String quartet playing music by Haydn, Grieg, Samo and Pahmutovast  
2nd: 17.00  Baroque ensemble.  Entrance is free. 
3 : 12.00  Children’s concert.  Entrance is free.rd  
4 : 14.00   Choral concert.  Entrance free.th  
       17:00   Literary presentation of Радуга.  Entrance is free. 
8 :  th Радуга.  National Chamber Orchestra directed by Pierre Migard from France and the Chamber       
Choir directed by Ilona Stepan performing works by French composers 
16 : Organ recital by Alexander Isakov from Vilnius playing music by Bach, Mendelssohn, Frank, 
Reinberger, Reger, Liszt, Kutavicius, Borovski and Dupre

th

 
22 : 60  jubilee celebration for composer, violinist and professor Boris Dubosarschi by the National 
Chamber Orchestra

nd th

 
23 : Guitar recital by Artiom Dervoed from Moscowrd  
29 :  In honor of the National Day of Romania, a concert of traditional music in collaboration with 
the Embassy of Romania featuring the National Chamber Orchestra directed by Radu Gabriel Ciorei 
with violin soloist Ion Josan and music by Silvestri, Popovici, Doga, Dumitrescu, Boccherini and 
Grieg

th

 
 



 
The National Ballet and Opera Theatre 

Ştefan cel Mare 
All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 

 
  1st:   Opera Don Giovanni by Mozart 
  3rd:  16:00 Ballet Don Quixote 
  8th:   Opera I Pagliacci by Leoncavallo 
11th:   16:00 Ballet Romeo and Juliet by Prokofiev 
15th:    Opera Tosca by Puccini 
18th:   Nutcracker ballet by Tchaikovsky 
22nd:   Opera La Traviata by Verdi 
 
 

The National Philharmonic  
78 Mitropolit Varlaam (corner Eminescu) 

Tel: (373- 22) 22 27 34; 22 45 05 
           All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 

 
   1st:  Comedy performance, Let’s Laugh Together by Sexgiu Petrache and Gheorghe Ursehi  
  4th:  Concert of autumn music 
  6th:   Days of Russian Literature  
  8th:   Symphony concert directed by Gheorghe Mustea  
14th:   at 13:00 and 14:30  Program for Children with soloists A.Lapicus and lu.Mahovici directed    

by V.Andries  
15th:  Concert at 16:00 
16th:  Program for student solist Florin Paul (Romania) directed by V.Andries  
18th:  Concert of folkloric music  
23rd:  Night of homage to the Center for Creativity Iustina Searlat  
29th:  Discussion by Silvia Goncear on chrysanthemum ballads with music by the Folkloric 

Orchestra  
30th:  Night of music by Marian Stircea 
 
 
 

HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
 
 
 

 
Natalia Popov—8  

Jennifer Griffith—12 
Xiufang Yang—14 

Sharon van Pelt—18 
Natalia Golovina—27 
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