
      
                                                                
 
 
  
 
 

 
Newsletter     October 2007   
 

President’s Report 
 

 

Last month, we had an impressive turnout for our club’s 10th anniversary celebration at my 
residence with ninety-eight members and friends attending.  It was a complete coincidence but 
a great fortune that Ambassador Stewart, husband of our club’s founder, Georgia Stewart, 
happened to be in town and could attend the event.  Many thanks to all the club members who 
participated in the presentation of IWCM over the past decade.  It was both entertaining and 
enlightening. I hope everyone enjoyed the evening.   

 

Fall is definitely in the air, and what a wonderful time of year to be in Chisinau! The mornings 
and evenings are crisp, yet the days are pleasant with lots of sunshine to warm us up.  With the 
month of October already upon us, Judy Goldman, our chairperson for the Winter Bazaar, is 
seeking to recruit as many members as possible to volunteer in helping make this year’s event a 
huge success.   Please mark your calendars!  The bazaar will take place at MoldExpo on 
December 15th.  Judy will outline more specifically what help she needs further on in this 
newsletter. Be sure to sign up, as volunteering is not only a lot of fun but also a great way to 
get involved in the international community.  

 

I am still collecting clothing, shoes and accessories for our popular second-hand (aka white 
elephant) table at the Bazaar.  If you have any items to donate, please email me to arrange for 
a convenient time to drop them off at my residence. 

 

I wish you all a wonderful autumn and I hope you enjoy the wine festival.   

 

Sara 
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Mark Your October Calendars 
 

2nd :    General meeting 18:30 at the Leo Grand Hotel 

4th :    Six and under play group from 10:00 until 12:00 

5th:      Charlas Espanolas 14:00 at Delphine’s      

6th :   Tennis 9:00–10:00 at Niagara Club 

8th:    Francophone café at 11:00 at Liliana Matieu’s 

11th :  Six and under play group from 10:00 until 12:00          

13th :  Tennis 9:00–10:00 at Niagara Club 

 Brunch 11:00–13:00 

15th:    Charlas Espanolas 14:00 at Delphine’s 

18th :   Six and under play group from 10:00 until 12:00 

20th :  Tennis 9:00–10:00 at Niagara Club 

22nd:   Charlas Espanolas 14:00 at Delphine’s 

24th:   Luncheon 12:00–14:00 

25th:   Six and under play group from 10:00 until 12:00 

27th :  Tennis 9:00–10:00 at Niagara Club 

29th:   Charlas Espanolas 14:00 at Delphine’s 

For more information, please visit the IWCM website www.iwcm.md or contact the coordinators 
directly. 
 
Arts  Maria Cernobrovciuc    Playgroup (0-6 years) Jennifer Glunt 
Bible Study Harriet Caldwell Playgroup (7-10 years) Corina Cepoi and Kyra 

Buchko 
Books Cami Kane     Romanian Language Peggy Spanos 
Cooking Floriana de Montis    Scrapbooking Harriet Caldwell 
Francophone Café Delphine Torres   Sightseeing and Tours Anush  
Tennis Delphine Torres 
Monthly Breakfasts/Lunches Susanna Balian   Winter Bazaar Crafts Floriana  
 
 

From our Web Master 
 
In September our site was visited 455 times by 353 unique visitors from 25 countries as well as from 

numerous educational institutions and organizations. The most active foreign visitors 
were from Germany, Russia, Brazil, Netherlands, and Italy. On September 13 we had 
the largest number of visitors.  
 
The membership page (for members only) was enriched with new biographies and 
photographs. Please, enjoy reading about each other and getting know one another 

better! Please note you must register online to receive access to “members only” areas of the site.  
When registering, please keep in mind that your password should have six or more characters, and 
please enter your full name to save time confirming your membership. Your login can be anything 
you prefer.  
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http://www.iwcm.md/


You can post a paid advertisement on our site. Advertisements must be still images/logos 
(sizes: 180 x 60 pixels or 180 x 180 pixels). The ad will be linked to the website (if available) of the 
advertising company. For more information or suggestions please contact Susanna Balian at 
webmaster@iwcm.md.  

 Thanks, 
Susanna 
 

From the Membership Coordinator 
 
 

Dear Ladies, 

 Rada Bondarciuc made an excellent presentation on the NGO Clipa Sideralla at our 
September meeting which was attended by 28 members and 2 guests. We had 75 members as of 
September 4th  with five new members joining.  Welcome Sanja Johanssen, Stela Sears, Rita 
Tamm, Julia Tomina, and Davorka Whiteside.  We also bid a fond farewell to Kristien 
Baekelandt and Djamala Salah and wish them the best of luck in their new homes. 

Could Ana Bojovic Levinson, Kyra Buchko, Maria Cernobrovciuc, Kyoko Chadwick, Jennifer 
Glunt, Natalia Golovina, Jennifer Griffith,  Sara Kirby,  Pia Lindegger, Emilia Malai, Elizabeth 
Ponce, Vicky Rogerson, Stela Sears, and Sharon Van Pelt please bring their dues to the meeting 
tomorrow night? 

 
     Natalia and Natalia (Golovin and Popov) 

  Acting Membership Coordinators 
               membership@iwcm.md

 
 

The Guide Book is Ready! 
 

It’s hot off the press and will be for sale at the October 2 meeting, or you can buy one from 
Delphine, Ana, Carol (at the Peace Corps office) or Judy.  The price is 50 lei.  Thanks to everyone 
who worked so hard on this club project.  
 

 

Club Classifieds 
 
                  

 If you would like to cook for your next party 
but would like to have professional servers to 
add a touch of class, call Sasha and Ala at             
538-497 or 079-402-625.  They are extremely 
competent, knowledgeable and helpful and 
have lots of good ideas and suggestions.   

Nanny/housekeeper 
If you need a part time or full time 
housekeeper/babysitter contact Natalia 
Stegarescu at 34-27-06 (home) or 069-681-620. 
She speaks Romanian, Russian and fair English. 
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Attention all EcoSporters! 
 
The gym is throwing a birthday bash on October 5 at 19:00 at People 
01 next to Grand Hall on Negurzzi.  There will be great entertainment 
featuring dancing by the staff, food and drinks. Tickets are 100 lei and 
are available at the front desk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:webmaster@iwcm.md
mailto:Coordinator---membership@iwcm.md


 
 
 

Want a great massage in the comfort of your own home?  Call Natasha 
Boico at 069-349-433.  She brings her own massage table and speaks 
Russian, Romanian and some English. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

House for Sale! 
Location: Old Cricova only 20 minutes from the center of Chişinău. 
Walled garden and separate guesthouse.  
First floor: small entrance hall, living room with double fireplace, dining room, big kitchen fully 
equipped, full bath, wardrobe/vestibule, double garage with automatic hörmann doors, cellar. 
Second floor: 2 bedrooms each with one washstand, one common full bathroom, 1 big bedroom 
with dressing room and full bath and double washstand, one little office  
Under the eaves: 100m² can be used for playroom or can be separated into extra rooms. 
 
Central heating plumbing for an extra toilet and bathroom. This house was completely renovated 
about 1year ago including new windows (PVC) and electricity. Everything is European style and 
standard. 
  
The guesthouse has one room, a kitchen and a full bathroom with washstand. One room has 
plumbing for a sauna (not yet installed) and there is one little room (also not finished) next to 
the sauna for a Jacuzzi or a solarium. Under the roof there is one big room and a small storage 
area. 
  
If you are interested, please call Kristien at 069 773335. 
 

Personals 
 
 
 

 Dear all, 
  
As I am moving back to Belgium, I would like to thank you all for this beautiful friendship 
within the club. This club was very special for me during my stay in Moldova; it was a very 
beautiful experience and I must admit that I will miss you very much!!!! I wish each of you a 
lot of success in life, good health and a lot of fun in the club! And who knows, if you come 
to Belgium, I would be happy to organize an excursion for you! 
  
For those who would like to keep into touch with me, my e-mail will remain the same.  
La revedere! 
  
Kristien Baekelandt 
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Wine Festival and City Day 
 
The festival is the second weekend in October, and City (aka Basilica) Day is October 14, so this 
year they coincide. The Sunday program will therefore include several events from Saturday's Wine 
Festival like handing out awards to wine contest winners. Both feature live entertainment on the 
big stage on Stefan cel Mare in front of Cathedral Park and lots of food and craft vendors.  Both are 
loads of fun and shouldn’t be missed. 
 
The festival offers wine from private producers as well as from the best-known wineries in the 
country and will feature a parade of wine-makers, wine products, public and professional tasting 
sessions, competitions, lotteries and promotional programs.  Wine making has been a tradition in 
Moldova for centuries. Since ancient times the people living between the Prut and Nistru rivers 
have celebrated the end of the grape harvest and the birth of their new wine. In autumn, the 
courtyards of village houses are transformed into miniature wineries when the freshly picked grapes 
are placed in the wine presses and squeezed. Everyone has a cellar in or near their houses in which 
a cask or two are kept for guests, for holidays or simply for when everyone is in a good mood and 
wants to offer the traditional toast "noroc" which has many meanings including hello, good luck, 
happiness, health and may your wishes come true. Moldova’s National Wine Holiday is the second 
Sunday in October and formalizes the old tradition of inviting friends and neighbors to taste the 
new wine as soon as it has settled.  
 
On City Day, Stefan cel Mare is closed to traffic all the way to the Opera House, and local 
manufacturers from every city neighborhood offer their wares in street stalls. There are also street 
cafés, a night show and fireworks. Sunday morning, the entire Moldovan leadership including the 
president, parliamentary speaker, prime minister, members of parliament, municipal and NGO 
representatives will lay flowers on the monument to Stefan cel Mare. Then, a solemn liturgy will be 
held in Chişinău Cathedral.  
 
The first recorded mention of Chişinău was in 1436, so this is the city’s 571st year! Vasile Lupu who 
was running the town in 1642 set out the first formal boundaries, but the first systematic map 
didn’t appear until 1834.  Chişinău became the capital of the Soviet Socialist Moldovan Republic in 
1940. The city has survived numerous burnings and earthquakes not to mention pillage and plunder 
by its neighbors to become the delightfully tranquil, friendly, leafy capital it is today.   
 
 

Winter Bazaar 
 
The bazaar will be on December 15 this year.  Those of you who have participated in the past know 
how much fun this event is.  It’s also one of our two major annual fund raisers.  What can you do to 
help?  Here are some possibilities. 
 

1. Join one of the committees listed below. 
2. Make a basket for the raffle.  You don’t have to be on the committee to contribute.  If you 

have an idea but need a basket to put it in, the committee will get one. 
3. Sign up to work at the bazaar itself.  We need lots of help with the used clothes/toys/white 

elephant table, our own craft table and the raffle. Shifts are two hours long. There will be a 
sign-up sheet at the meeting tomorrow night. 

4. Translate letters into Romanian and/or Russian. 
5. SAVE EMPTY KLEENEX BOXES.  We need them for the raffle. 

 
Here are the committees. Choose the ones you’d like to join and give the chair a call or send her an 
e-mail.   
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Basket raffle:  This was by far the single largest moneymaker last year and a huge crowd pleaser 
and draw.  Jennifer Griffith and Delphine Torres will be co-chairing it this year.  The committee got 
donations from various organizations (EcoSport Gym, Niagara Club, Sun Cable, Daskalides 
chocolates, Xerox, Purcari, various restaurants, Hubo, Mondi Tour and Olesi Spa and Beauty Center) 
in addition to the wonderful baskets from IWC members.  The themes were sports, baby, 
celebration, kitchen, cosmetics, exotic drinks, Christmas decorations, snacks, pillows and 
chocolates, tea party and Italian dinner.  The committee got together to wrap the baskets and to 
help write out the descriptions.    
 
Second-hand clothes/toys/white elephant:  This is also an extremely popular booth.  Olga Fala is 
chairing it again this year.  Sara is collecting the clothes and white elephants and Pia is collecting 
toys.  The committee meets to sort and price items prior to the bazaar, but most of the fun is 
setting up the booth and selling. 
 
Crafts:  This booth is also a big moneymaker.  Floriana is chairing it this year, and her talented 
group has already made a great start.  They meet once a week to produce their works of art. 
Setting up the booth and selling are also part of the fun. 
 
Artists/small businesses:  We sell space to artists and small businesses funded or started by non-
government organizations or development projects.  The committee is responsible for contacting 
them and collecting the money.   Ramona Lupu is this year’s chair. 
 
Get involved.  It’s fun! 
        Judy  
 
 

October Cultural Calendar 
 
 

Organ Hall 
          81 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard 

              Tel: 23-72-62; 22-51-51; 22-54-71; 22-25-28 
           All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 

 
1 : st  International Music Day.  A trio of violin (Ion Josan), clarinet (Alexander Danilov) and piano 

(Svetlana Danilova) will perform music by Glinka and Brahms 
2nd:  A concert by singer Ivvan Kovali.  Entrance is free.  
4 :   Memorial concert at 16:00 for Efghenii Verbetchi featuring clarinetist Evgheni Verbetchi, the 

National Chamber Orchestra directed by Oleg Palymski and the chamber choir conducted by 
Ilona Stepan with Mihai Munteanu (tenor) Simion Duja (clarinet), Ana Strezeva (organ), a piano 
duet by Anatol Lapicus and Iurie Mahovici, Ilian Garnet (viola) and Maria Kionig on vibes. The 
moderator is Aurelian Danila.  Entrance is free. 

th

5 : th    An organ concert by Ludmila Golub from Moscow accompanied by Molodvan musicians. 
10 :  A concert commemorating 80 years of composers featuring piano, violin and viola solos and 

tenor Stefan Curudimov and the Moldovan violin ensemble conducted by Boris Dubosarschi. 
Entrance is free. 

th

15 :  A night of song in collaboration with the Polish Institute of Bucharest featuring a choral 
ensemble from Warsaw.  Entrance is free.

th

18 :  Arias from famous operas featuring Tatiana Lisnic (soprano) and the National Chamber 
Orchestra directed by Alexander Samoila.  Entrance is free.

th

19 :  Guitar recital featuring Fladimir Dotenko from Ukraine playing music by Villa-Lobos, Tarrega, 
Albeniz, de Falla, Brauer, Koskin and Vinitki

th

20 : th Concertina music featuring popular compositions conducted by Eugen Negruta.  
23 : Youth talent night rd



25 :    Composers from Moldova featuring the National Chamber Orchestra directed by Oleg 
Palymski and music by Dubosarschi, Esanu and Ciobanu.

th

28 :    Jubilee concert at 14:00 celebrating Victor Greanga’s 70  birthday and featuring the 
children’s choir. 

th th

 
 

The National Ballet and Opera Theatre 
Stefan cel Mare 

All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 
 
2nd:  The official opening of the 50th Anniversary program  
4th :  Premier performance of Luceafarul by E. Doga   
6th:   Premier performance of Don Giovanni by W.A. Mozart   
11th: Ballet version of Mozart’s Requiem   
14th: Gala concert 
 
 

The National Philharmonic  
78 Mitropolit Varlaam (Eminescu St.) 

Tel: (373- 22) 22 27 34; 22 45 05 
           All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 

 
5th:    The National Philharmonic orchestra directed by Mihai Agafita featuring soloist Dana Borsan    

(Romania) performing music by Tchaikovsky and Chopin  
12th:  American Music in Moldova directed by Nicholas Palmer (USA), a joint project with the US 

embassy to open the 2007–2008 concert season  
14th:   The National Philharmonic orchestra directed by Mihai Agafita, soloist A.Vardanean featuring 

music by Ravel  
18th :   Popular music interpreted by Vasile Marin 
19th :  Symphony concert directed by Patric Strub (Germany) 
22nd:   Chamber music concert by Provincia orchestra (Russia) 
24th :  13:00 Concert for children directed by M.Secichin 
26th:   Concert for students directed by M.Secich 
 
 
 

HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
 

 
Davorka Whiteside—1 

Judy Goldman—4 
Peggy Spanos—10 

Sanja Johanssen—16 
Kyra Buchko—21 

Victoria Movila—21 
Carol Mc Laughlin—22 
Lydmilla Rusetska—26 
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	Sara

