
      
                                                                

                      
                                              

       
 

Newsletter September 2008  
 
 

President’s Report 
 
Welcome back to Chişinău!! I hope all of you have had a wonderful vacation and have returned back 
to Moldova rested and full of new ideas and enthusiasm for our club. 
 
This summer Moldova’s temperatures have been more normal, and we did not have a drought like 
last year. The harvest has been very good this year; the farmers are happy. Unfortunately there has 
been so much rain, especially in the north of Moldova, that there were terrible floods, and villagers 
and summer campers had to be evacuated. President Voronin has visited the disaster areas from 
the air but had not visited any village personally before he left for his vacation. He did, however, 
call on all businesses and requested them to support the needy and asked for money to build new 
houses for them. Several companies replied that they themselves would rebuild homes for the 
villagers. This will probably not be enough. Many people have lost everything and may be 
disappointed. I expect some letters to the club asking for help. 
 
Our next general meeting is on September 2; I hope that we will have many good ideas for new 
groups to join. Our club is growing, and we have many interesting new and old members. We should 
be rich in activities and interesting groups. As I have mentioned before, I think it would be nice if 
we could have a special general meeting in October where there will be a table for each activity we 
offer and where the group leaders will present their activities so we can sign up for them. Each 
group should have two or three leaders so it will be more fun to organize the activity. That way, 
vacations and other absences, the transition from one leader to the next caused by the fluctuations 
in our membership and the termination of tours will not cause cancellations, vacancies or other 
problems.  PLEASE find partners to lead your groups!! 
 
I also think that we should organize “special events” like potluck picnics, special speakers and 
movies that would be open for guests as well.  Please call me at: 079-786-000 if you are interested. 
It would be nice if there were two members willing to organize these.  
 
It is so sad that this year so many active members have left or are leaving. Paula left us in July, in 
August Judy and Dessi are leaving and in September we will say good bye to Kyra. We miss them all. 
Thanks for all your wonderful work with the club. We have become more professional in our 
important goal: raising money for charity. Paula organized the Night of Art for numerous years and 
helped Sandra and Davorka this year. Not only have more artists participated every year, but also 
the money we were able to raise grew each year. The same is true for Judy who organized the 
winter bazaar for two years with greater success each year. Dessi has been very active on the 
grants committee and this year took on the responsibility of being the club’s treasurer. Kyra 
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organized the grants committee expertly. Now it is transparent, the process of choosing grantees 
goes through various stages and they are monitored. This way we can follow up on where our 
money goes. I thank them very much for all their efforts and enthusiasm! Our club has benefited 
very much from them. I’m sorry that they have left us, but I am sure wherever they go and 
whatever club they join, that club will be lucky to have them as members!   
 
Meanwhile, we must look forward. We have great members who will make a difference and make 
changes in the club. I am looking forward to the future, to our next projects:  

 
• offering more interesting and fun group activities;  
• the winter bazaar; 
• special events. 

 
Advertise our club, find new members, and let’s get started after a great summer! 
I hope to see you all soon!  

                                                Marcie                            
       

Mark Your September Calendars 
 
1st: Charlas Espanolas  
2nd: General Meeting 18:30 at the Leo Grand  
4th : Tennis at 9:00 
        Play Group  
        Bible Study 
8th:  Charlas Espanolas  
11th: Tennis at 9:00 
        Play Group 
        Bible Study 
15th: Charlas espanolas 

16th:  Book Club at 19:30 
18th:  Tennis at 9:00 
          Play Group  
          Bible Study 
22st:  Charlas espanolas 
25th: Tennis at 9:00 
         Play Group 
        Bible Study  
29th: Charlas Espanolas 

   

These activities are wonderful ways to get together informally.  Most are also open for spouses and 
friends, especially tennis and the book club. We will discuss our activity schedule at the September 
meeting to expand it further. For more information, please visit the IWCM website www.iwcm.md 
or contact the coordinators directly. 
 
Bible Study Harriet Caldwell                      
Playgroup  Heidi Soule  
Book Club  Emily Mellenthin 
Cooking needs a coordinator                            
Romanian Language Peggy Spanos 

Sightseeing and Tours Marina Parmentier        
Tennis Marina Parmentier  
Francophone Café, Charlas Españolas Liliana 
Mateiu  
Movie Club and Luncheons Susanna Balian

 
 

Night of Art 
 
Union Fenosa and our own Ala Minducano generously donated art for us to sell at the Night of Art.  
A few of these lovely items are still available.  Let’s turn them into cash for our charity work.  If 
you are interested in purchasing any of these works of art, please contact Davorka Whiteside at 
068-253-765. 
 
 

http://www.iwcm.md/


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nude by Vieru $500 

 
  Lumina by Vasile Movileanu 1550 lei 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Zi Ploioasa by Vasile Movileanu 1550 
       Peisaj de toamna by Victor Rotaru 1200 lei 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership 
 
Dear Ladies,  
 
The July meeting was well attended by 28 members, and we added 6 new members to our club: 
Diana Ghinea, Daria Fane, Lynn Longhauser, Susan Schmitt, Jamsran Ulziisuren and Emily 
Mellenthin. Welcome to you all. We are also saying goodbye to three members from the Executive 
Committee: Kyra Buchko (Grants Committee Coordinator), Judy Goldman (Newsletter Editor) and 
Dessi Vetter (Treasurer) who are leaving in August and September. We wish them all the best. Our 
membership total is now 96. 
 

                        Rodica and Emily 
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Grants Committee Activities 
 
The grants committee has been out and about this summer visiting grantees from the Night of Art. 
On Sunday July 27 we drove to Cahul to oversee the GLOW grantee planning session for their 
upcoming camp.  GLOW (Girls Lead Our World) is a worldwide leadership camp for girls 12 to 17 
where they learn about health, leadership and communication and have fun for a week with other 
girls their age.  We met the two Peace Corps Volunteers who were spearheading the GLOW camp 
training session and walked to a neighborhood teen center where the GLOW counselors held their 
planning meeting.  The Peace Corps Volunteers started out with ice breakers to get to know the 
three counselors and the three junior counselors.  These ice breakers and other games were things 
that they could use with the campers.  Then the girls decided which topics they wanted to research 
and present at the camp.  There was time for the counselors to have their questions answered by 
the Volunteers.  Counselors are over 20 and have previously been campers, and junior counselors 
are between 17 and 20 and have previously been GLOW campers but are not old enough to be 
counselors.   

  

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GLOW Training  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On August 5, Kyra, Rodica and Davorka traveled to Bălţi to visit the GLOW training camp there and 
to make a presentation on communication skills.  
 
On August 12, Letty, Marcie, Judy and Dessi visited ECOU—XXI in the town of Ţvardiţsa located in 
Gagauzia in the southern part of Moldova. The majority of the population in this unique region is 
ethnically Bulgarian and has preserved the Bulgarian language, customs and cuisine. 

ECOU—XXI received $1,500 to purchase supplies for their art/atelier program that was supposed to 
start the second week of July. Unfortunately, repairing the space designated for the atelier took 
longer than initially expected, so the project start date was postponed till August 1. According to 
Galina Maslinkova, the director of the organization, the opening ceremony was very successful and 
was covered by two local newspapers and one TV channel. 
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The space occupied by the atelier was donated by a local club. With the help of a group of young 
volunteers, it was renovated and beautifully decorated. During our visit, Ms. Maslinkova, the 
present and future counselors and a Peace Corps Volunteer talked about their ideas for future 
activities and impressed us with the decorative art pieces that they have made in the short time 
since the atelier opened. 
 
This program is intended to run through October, but ECOU—XXI is determined to continue using the 
space for similar activities for socially vulnerable children, most of whose parents are working 
overseas. The necessary funding will be generated through the sale of computer services, printing, 
photocopying and sending faxes and through the sale of articles produced by the young artists. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            

The staff of the ECOU—XXI atelier in Ţvardiţsa and Marcie 
 
On August 20, Letty, Davorka, Inga, Olga and Marcie visited the Association of Adoptive Parents in 
Vadalui Voda. Adoptive mothers were meeting with the psychiatrist while the kids were engaged in 
various activities.  They have regular seminars and roundtables to establish a network of adoptive 
parents in Moldova.  There will be two roundtables in September that anyone is welcome to attend.  
The aim is to raise awareness nationally about adopting. The president of the Association, Rodica 
Gutu, had 70 children to place and had found homes for 25.  She said there are 10,000 registered 
orphans in Moldova; most had been abandoned. 
 
You don’t have to be a member of the committee to visit grantees.  All club members are always 
welcome.  We’ll try to publish a schedule of upcoming visits in the newsletter. 
 

                                                       Kyra 
 

June 23 Executive Committee Meeting 
 
 

• We bid farewell to Sara and Ala and thanked them again for doing such wonderful work. Inga 
Miloavljevic is taking over for Ala. 

• The pamphlets for newcomers should be ready in September. 
• Money has been distributed from the Night of Art and also from the Winter Bazaar.  ECOU—

XXI received $1500 to purchase supplies for their arts/atelier program.  Mihaela Center 
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purchased $1500 worth of supplies and equipment in Chişinău for their summer youth 
programs.  The Association of Adoptive Parents received $2500 last week.  Their first 
roundtable discussion/presentation to kick off their advocacy and education campaign about 
adoption in Moldova was scheduled for June 23 in Ungheni. Eximbank will transfer the 
money they donated to the Night of Art directly to GLOW to sponsor counselor-in-training 
programs for 12 girls who previously attended GLOW camps.  ProDezvoltare Hirbovat 
received $5000 from Winter Bazaar funds to finish the water purification project funded by 
Swedish Sida.  IWCM funds will be used to purchase pipes and supplies to connect 30 elderly 
women to the clean water source.  The women should have access by September.   

• Emily Patterson joined the Executive Committee as Newcomers/Membership Co-chair. 
• We received a request for funds from TARE, a group that sponsors a 5-day seminar series for 

young Moldovan women ages 18—22 at risk of trafficking or of becoming involved in an 
abusive relationship. A group of 20 counselors teaches courses on everything from human 
trafficking to how to write a CV.  They are short of funds this year because of rising costs 
and the falling dollar.  We agreed to support 10 participants at $90 each using money from 
the emergency fund. 

• Floriana will send a letter to embassies and international organizations inviting women to 
join and to come to the October meeting.  At the September meeting we will discuss setting 
up tables at the October meeting for all our activities so we can explain what they are and 
attract new participants.  

• Paula has contacted the new US ambassador’s wife and will pass the information to Marcie.  
The spouses of the new Turkish and Hungarian ambassadors also want to be active. 

 

           Club Classifieds                  
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Searching for a nanny from August 25 to take 
care of a baby full time and a 4-year-old 
every afternoon in Telecentru. Working hours 
from 8:00 until 16:00 daily. Some knowledge 
of English or French preferred. Please call 
Sandie Blanchet at 069-118-788 or John 
McConnico at 069-744-724.  

Igor and Renata Ciobanu help market young artists’ work.  
Call them at 067-258-997 or 552-111 or write them at 
igor_withyou@yahoo.uk 

 
 
 

  

For an excellent massage in the comfort of your own home, call Natalia Boico at 069-349-433.  
She brings her own massage table.   

 

Winter Bazaar 
 

I’m very sad that I will not be here to co-ordinate the Winter Charity Bazaar on 
December 6 this year.  It is a wonderfully enjoyable experience that I would highly 

recommend.   When I arrived in Moldova in August 2006, I had no idea I would be 
the coordinator for the bazaar.  I didn’t speak Russian or Romanian and I had never 

attended a charity bazaar before, so I was slightly apprehensive to say the least, but 
IWCM members, the diplomatic community and the staff at MoldExpo were so 

supportive and helpful that I soon forgot all my worries and just enjoyed meeting so 
many interesting people.  This will be the 12th bazaar, so it pretty much runs itself.  

Please do consider volunteering for this great position.  
 

Judy   



 
 

September Cultural Calendar 
 

The National Philharmonic 
78 Mitropolit Varlaam Street 

(Note that the box office is closed from 14:00–15:00 and that tickets are generally available 
approximately two weeks in advance of the performance.) 

All performances listed below are in the Great Hall at 18:00 unless otherwise noted.  
 
Check http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/
 
 

Opera and Ballet Theater  
152 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard, Tel: 24-51-04 (booking office) 

 
Celebrating the 16th Maria Briesu Invitational Festival of Ballet and Opera.  All performances are at 

18:00 unless otherwise noted. 
 

20th: Don Giovanni 
21st:  Norma and concert at the Organ Hall at 16:00 
22nd: Ballet Luceafarul 
24th: Turandot 
25th: Ballet Giselle 
26th:  Iolanta (opera) 
27th:  Swan Lake 
28th:  Gala concert at the National Palace 
 

 
Organ Hall 

          81 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard 
              Tel: 23-72-62; 22-51-51; 22-54-71; 22-25-28 

           All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 
 
Check http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/
 

HAPPY SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
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Rita Tam –1 
Marina Mitchell – 7 

Rodica Jalba – 9 
Irina Musuc-Hassim – 10 

Sharon Ketchum – 18 
Floriana Morelli-DeMontis – 24 

Olga Fala – 30 
 

http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/
http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/
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Editor’s Note 
 
We are leaving lovely Moldova after two completely delightful years.  We are very excited that we 
will be moving to India, but we are not excited at all about leaving Chişinău.  IWCM has been a very 
positive part of our lives here. Thanks to all of you for being so kind and welcoming and thanks to 
Emily Mellenthin who will be taking over the newsletter.  She will do a fantastic job.                                  

  
    Judy 

  
  
 


