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February 2011 Newsletter 
 
 

 Greetings from our Co-Presidents 
 

HAPPY FEBRUARY 2011!! 
 

February is a month with many meanings�…it is the �‘month of love�’ and St Valentine; 
it is hearts and flowers; it is the time of year that encourages us to express our feelings 
to those we care about.  But February, coming from the Latin word �“Februarius�” 
which means to purify, is also a time of transition.  Winter is just beginning to lighten 
its grip on us and we slowly begin to see the tiny first signs of spring, which is just 
around the corner.  Our spirits hopefully, too, are beginning to feel a bit lighter and 
we find ourselves looking ahead to the end of these gray days.  So, celebrate the 
month and allow yourself the freedom to be just a little wild and crazy, even silly, this 
month of February.  Come join the ladies at the February lunch group for the first 
time maybe- just to try something new and surely laugh a bit.  Wear lighter colors and 
maybe try that new hairstyle you were thinking about.  Plan a club outing for any 
members that might be interested in going along to a local gallery or museum or 
whatever.  Just as our IWCM continues to redefine itself and purify the best that is in 
our club, we wish the same for you! 
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As usual, your board is busy planning events and keeping our club on track in its goal 
to be a fun group to be part of.  The General meeting this month should be mighty 
interesting, with a panel of speakers on an issue close to the hearts and concerns of 
women.  Don�’t miss this one!  It will also be a time to say goodbye to our dear Rosa 
Brunn, IWCM membership chairperson.  Rosa has been such a tremendous help in 
redefining the membership profile of this club, as well as always making all of us feel 
eternally welcome.  She will be dearly missed.   It is that mixed blessing of a club such 
as ours that women come and go, due to the transitional nature of our expat 
community. 
I wish you all a love-filled month and look forward to seeing you soon! 
 

HAPPY VALENTINE�’S DAY! 
 
Charla chaudhry & Nazli Ulker, IWCM co-Presidents 
 
 

Welcome to Our New Members 
 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest IWCM members.  We look 

forward to getting to know you.   
 

 
Sofia Georgieva 
Angela Stoica 
Deborah Wild 
Hannah Guvener 
Carmen Dubuque 
Augustina Daskalova 
Rachel Kessler 

 
We would also like to say goodbye to our IWCM member who will be leaving 

Moldova.  We thank you for all of your commitment and support to the club.  We 
will miss you and wish you luck on your new adventures. 

 

 
 
 

Rosa Brunn 
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Membership 
 

 

Our IWCM has a total of 87 members from 28 
countries! 

  

 
Moldova 

USA 
Ukraine 
Norway 
Bolivia 

Czech Republic 
Great Britain 

France 
Bulgaria 

Switzerland 
Germany 
Belarus 
Portugal 
Poland 

 

 
Romania 
Lithuania 

Serbia 
Mexico 
Latvia 
India 

Sweden 
Croatia 
Estonia 
Greece 
Turkey 

Azerbaijan 
Hungary 
Russia 
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News from the Grants Committee 
 
For those who couldn�’t make it to last month�’s General Meeting, here�’s a summary of 
how you, our ever supportive and generous members, improved the lives of the 
needy in Moldova last year. Together we: 
 

�• Gave over 80 children at the Scoala Auxiliara Internat in Razalai (r-nul 
Singerei) a good night�’s sleep. We bought warm blankets, sheets, slippers and 
towels for the children, all of whom have special needs and come from 
socially disadvantaged backgrounds.   
 

�• Gave 200 children at the TB Rehab Centre in Tirnova (r-nul Donduseni) the 
chance to enjoy good health and good fun. We bought towels, sports 
equipment and an electronic keyboard so that the children, who are either 
recovering from tuberculosis, or who are at risk of catching the disease could 
get fit and well by playing sports, games and music. In 2009, members of the 
Grants Committee found the TB Rehab Centre in a terrible condition: 

dilapidated, damp and 
dangerous �–quite literally 
falling apart.  We 
(especially Charla �– come 
back soon!) brought the 
centre to the attention of 
other major donors and 
together with them we 
are funding a programme 
of building works to 
renovate the facilities. 

 
�• Gave homeless teenagers at the Placement Centre for Children �“Regina Pacis�” 

in Chisinau something decent to wear.  IWCM went shopping for clothes and 
shoes with the teenagers and staff from the centre. The young people learned 
how to make the best use of a limited budget and to make responsible choices. 
 

�• Promoted social inclusion for children with intellectual disabilities. We 
supported the Special Olympics Moldova by buying sports tops for 500 
children taking part in the national mini-football tournament and sports 
clothes for the national Moldovan Special Olympics team, who went on to 
win their first gold medal at the European Summer Games in Warsaw. 
 

�• Helped to prevent human trafficking and other social problems amongst 
teenagers in Cornesti (r-nul Ungheni).  IWCM went to market to buy cows 
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and chickens for the 15 teenagers and children living in 3 family style homes 
run by local NGO, Viitoarea Generatie.  These teenagers are particularly 
vulnerable �– they leave local internats with no family support and nowhere to 
turn. While they find their way in life, they learn agricultural skills in order to 
feed themselves as well as responsibility, compassion and team work. They 
also learn commercial skills by selling the surplus produce at the local market.  
  

�• Provided a healthier diet for over 700 school children at the Lyceul Ion Voda 
in Cahul. About 40% of the children have just one parent or no parents at 
home - some went without food all day while others just snacked on junk 
food. We bought materials and equipment to renovate the inefficient and 
unhygienic school kitchen to provide a tastier, better quality, healthier lunch.  
The menu now includes more fresh, seasonal produce and the children are 
learning all about healthy eating in their lessons. 

 
�• Helped CERI (Children�’s Emergency Relief International) to put winter boots 

and socks on the feet of hundreds of children in Moldova�’s children�’s homes 
and poorest families.   
 

AND - following the fantastic success of the Winter Bazaar 2010 - we can: 
 

�• Strengthen the community in Costesti (r-nul Ialoveni).  We are supporting the 
�“Third Age Club�” an initiative run by the local NGO, Compasiune, to 
overcome isolation and loneliness amongst the elderly and bring the young 
and the elderly together.  The club provides a warm and cheerful place to 
gather for different activities such as sewing, where practical and traditional 
skills can be passed on from generation to the next.     

 
�• Provide a safe and fun place for the children of Olanesti (r-nul Stefan Voda) 

to play together at the Impreuna Community Social Assistance Centre, which 
gives shelter to vulnerable mothers, children and the elderly.   We will buy 
playground equipment to create a happy and lively focus for the community. 

 
�• Help the elderly in Soroca to remain mentally and physically active. We will 

buy materials and equipment for an activity group run by Soarta, a local NGO 
that helps different needy and socially vulnerable groups. The more physically 
able members of the group volunteer to visit and help housebound members 
of the community.  

 
�• Renovate decrepit and unsanitary bathrooms in the Paediatric Department of 

Soldanesti District Hospital.  This will be a great start to a new health 
education programme that the staff will run to teach mothers about personal 
hygiene for themselves and their families.  This will make a big difference to 
many �– good hygiene prevents disease and save lives!  
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�• Continue our support for the children at the TB Rehab Centre in Tirnova. 

 
Thank you for your tremendous contribution - with your help we can support 
many more good causes in Moldova and we look forward to another very 
active year! 

 
Night of Art 

 
MOLDOVA�’S GOT TALENT  �– A DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES 

 
Our 8th Night of Art will take place 

 
at 18:00 �– 21:30 

 
on Friday 8th April 

 
in the Central Pavilion at Moldexpo 

 

 
 
As we all know, there are many fantastic things about Moldova including the people, 
the food, the wine and �– the art!  The Night of Art is a great opportunity to see the 
wealth of artistic talent that Moldova has to offer - all under one roof and in a relaxed 
and sociable atmosphere, with the above-mentioned lovely people, food and wine 
included!  
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We hope as many of you as possible will be able to come �– please help by telling 
others about the event so that they keep the date free in their diaries.  If you would 
like to get involved and help more, particularly if you are a native or fluent speaker of 
Romanian and/or Russian, please contact Kate Shannon 
kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com  
0697 766355.   
 
 
 
 

Update: Anton Percic 
 

Best wishes for 2011 from Anton Percic & his family 
 

You will no doubt remember Anton Percic �– 
following a personal appeal last year we collected 
enough money to buy him a pair of hearing aids, 
which have transformed his life.  His mum, Oxana, 
e-mailed me last week with this photo and asked 
me once again to pass on her sincere thanks and 
her very best wishes for health, love and happiness 
to you all for 2011.  
 
Anton can now hear well and is making great 
progress in his speech therapy sessions and 
although he�’s not the most attentive pupil (when 
we saw him last he couldn�’t stop talking!) he�’s 
doing well in his other school lessons too.  A 
proud moment came when he got up on stage 

during a concert and sang a song he�’d learned complete with dance moves �– what a 
star!  His mum also told me that he adores his five-month-old sister, Dasha and he 
helps out around the home �– well, sometimes anyway�… 
 
A big thank you to all of you for your generosity - you have made all the difference in 
the world to Anton and his family! 
 
Kate Shannon 
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Bottle Caps 
 

HELP!!!!!!! 
 

I enjoyed very much this little job and I know somebody from OUR Club will 
also do it. Please if you are interested in collecting the bottle caps let me know 

 
Thank you. 

 
Rosa Brunn 373 22 213 211 or 068749412 

  
 
 

REMEMBER: 
 

 
 

Please do not throw away the plastic bottle caps. The International Women�’s Club of 
Moldova collects them for the Regina Pacis Foundation.  Be part of the campaign to 

feed the needy. 
 

COLECTAREA CAPACELOR 
Funda ia Regina Pacis V  invit  s  participa i în cadrul Campaniei 

60 de c p cele = 1 pâine pentru batrani si nevoiasi 
V  rug m, nu arunca i c p celele din plastic! Noi le adun m cu scopul de a le 

schimba pe pâine pentru cei nevoia i. 
MUL UMIM ! 
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To participate in this Campaign all you have to do is save the plastic bottle caps and 
when you want them to be picked up call Rosa Brunn 068749412 or Gheorge 

Badratanu 079345405 
 
Pentru a participa la aceast  Campanie, V  rug m s  aduce i cât mai multe c p cele si 

sunati: 
Rosa Brunn 068749412 sau Gheorghe Bradutanu 079355405 
Republica Moldova, MD2001 Chi in u, str. Sfatul rii 17. 

 
 

Activities Calendar February 
 
01st: IWCM General Meeting  
 
03rd: -Mah Jong at 10:00am  
        -Bible Study at 7:00pm 
 
7th: - Romanian Language 
  
10th: -Mah Jong at 10:00am  
       -Bible Study at 7:00pm 
 
14th: Romanian Language 
 
 
 
 

 
16th: -Luncheon Group at 12:30pm 
        -Afternoon Book Club at 

2:00pm 
 
17th: -Mah Jong at 10:00am  
        -Bible Study at 7:00pm 
 
21st: Romanian Language  
 
24th: -Mah Jong at 10:00am  
        -Bible Study at 7:00pm 
 
28th: Romanian Language 
 
 

 

Activities: News and Information 
 
The activities provided by the IWCM are a wonderful way to get together informally.  
Most are also open for spouses and friends. For those who are interested in joining 
an activity or who are new members, please read the list of activities. For more 
information, please visit the IWCM website www.iwcm.md or contact the 
coordinators directly. 
 
ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR- Kim Cooper  
  
BIBLE STUDY- Lisa Kirkpatrick (068 535 850) 
 
FRENCH CAFÉ- Beatrice Furic 
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LUNCHEON GROUP- Corina Cepoi 

�• As usual, please include the date for the next Luncheon group, third 
Wednesday of every month, so in February it would be 16th, at 12:30. Those 
interested should write to me: corina.cepoi@gmail.com or 
ccepoi@yahoo.com, tel. 069133229. 
 

ROMANIAN LANGUAGE- Fulga Tanasa (ftanasa@icmpp.ro or 73 86 74) 
�• Meeting dates and times: Monday afternoons (flexible).  Have fun while 

speaking Romanian!  
 

INTERNATIONAL COOKING- Elda Hiller (eldahiller@gmx.ch)  
�• Meeting dates and times: 1x per month, flexible at 10:30am.  We love to eat 

and share the fun of cooking!  
 
CRAFTS GROUP- Beatrice Furic 

�• If you need more information please call the Coordinator Beatrice Furic at 
601010, 68118318 or Rosa Brunn at 213-211, 068749412 

 
RUSSIAN LANGUAGE GROUP- Beatrice Furic 
 
SINGING- Elda Hiller 

�• Meeting dates and times: Flexible and fun! Open to anyone who likes music 
and singing (and you don�’t need to be a good singer). 

 
MAH JONG- Charla Chaudhry (ccchaudhry@hotmail.com) 

�• Meeting dates and times: Every Thursday at 10:00am.  It is so much more 
than an ancient Chinese game played with tiles�…sensual, relaxing, and 
stimulating all at the same time.  The best of friends meet over the Mah Jong 
table!  
 

ART GROUP- Kate Shannon (kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com or 069766355) 
�• Meeting date and times: To be arranged. 

 
AFTERNOON BOOK CLUB- Charla Chaudhry (ccchaudhry@hotmail.com) 

�• Meeting dates and times: 1x per month, usually the 3rd Wednesday at 2:00pm, 
but flexible. The language is English, but the books come from all over the 
world.  If you love to read and talk about what you�’ve read over lovely 
munchies, then this is the group for you.  I think that sometimes our 
conversations are better than the books themselves! Do come and join us! 
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February Birthdays 
 

 
 

02 Solfrid Brathole 
 

 

Fine Arts Performances 
 

The National Philharmonic 
78 Mitropolit Varlaam Street 

(Note that the box office is closed from 14:00�–15:00 and that tickets are generally 
available approximately two weeks in advance of the performance.) 

All performances listed below are in the Great Hall at 18:00 unless otherwise noted.  
http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/ 

 
Opera and Ballet Theater  

152 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard 
Tel: 24-51-04 (booking office) 

All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 
http://www.nationalopera.md/index.php 

 
Organ Hall 

          81 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard 
              Tel: 23-72-62; 22-51-51; 22-54-71; 22-25-28 

           All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 
http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/ 
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International Christian Fellowship 
 

ENGLISH WORSHIP SERVICE 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH PROGRAMS 

DESSERT AND FELLOWSHIP AFTERWARDS 
 

Elim Church 
Mircea cel Batrin 4/5. Chisinau 

2nd & 4th Sunday Nights Monthly 
6:00PM(April-Oct) & 5:00PM (Nov.-March) 

 
Questions? Contact us at: icfmoldova@gmail.com or 

Club Member contacts: Robin Owens 069-912-973 or Nancy Raatz 069-126-919 
 
 

 

Chisinau Hash House Harriers 
 
The Chisinau Hash House Harriers are looking for people who like to run.  

Most weeks there is walking trail for people who prefer not to run, or people who 
want to take their kids.  

We meet every other week. at 2pm at the water tower (a tall, interesting brick building 
on the corner of Alexei Mateevici and Banulescu Bodoni near the university and 
across from the park). Runs are only 50 lei and include lots of Chisinau beer, juice, 
water and munchies.  

Our motto: We're a drinking club with a running problem - or maybe a running club 
with a drinking problem! 

If you have any questions, Please contact Faith Tempest at faithtempest@gmail.com 
or telephone number 068 905 335  
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Classifieds 
 
Winter Cleaning Sale: 
42�” VIZIO flat screen HDMI Stereo TV with remote $600, 3 month old Toshiba 
NB305 10�”netbook (no DVD drive) with 220GB hard drive and Windows7 $350, 
Brother MFC240C all-in-one color inkjet printer (print, scan, photocopy, fax, email) 
with 20+ cartridges $200, 21�” Nash Stereo Color TV with remote $80, 3 new HP 
12A cartridges for laser printer $10 each.  Brand new George Foreman GV5 Lean 
Mean Contact Roasting Machine still in box $60, brand new roll-up camp table still in 
box $40, brand new rolling garment rack still in box $10, Xmas tree with ornaments 
$60.  8 person 34-piece dishware set nothing broken or chipped $60, 4 person 15-
piece dish ware set one cup missing $25, toaster $10, brand new still-in-the box JC 
Penney 12-piece large pots and pans set $200.  Call Rosa at 213-211 or 234-529.    
  
 
House Cleaner: 
Maria is a great person to have around and she is wonderful at cleaning and ironing. 
If you need this kind of help please contact Rosa Brunn (373 22 213 211 or 
068749412). She doesn't speak English, but that was not a problem, we managed. 
 
 
Apartment for Rent: 
LARGE (157m2), FULLY FURNISHED LUXURY APARTMENT to rent for 
1,300 Euro.  It is located on 48 Eminescu, Apt. 5 (almost at the intersection with 31 
of August). Security measures include a house-phone, camera, alarm, etc.  There are 
only 6 apartments in the building. Includes an outside garden and garage plus big 
storage space, cable, internet (STARNET). Please contact Valeriu Chiriac 069104568 
if you are interested. 
 
 
Need a babysitter? 
Burca Svetlana, 47 years old, is looking for a babysitting job. She has more than 10 
years of experience in babysitting and is able to take care of babies from first months 
to primary school age. She speaks Romanian and Russian. She also has a driver�’s 
license and a car, so she would be able to get children to school or kindergarten. She 
recently completed therapeutical massage courses. Tel. 292635 (home) and 
069559349 (cell) (Corina Cepoi, IWCM member recommends Svetlana as she worked 
for several years both as baby sitter and housekeeper) 
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Crème de la Crème 
Chisinau, Alexandru cel Bun 98A (across the 
street from Robin Pub) 
22-20-11 
Anastasia speaks English and French and 
creates amazing pastries often without refined 
sugar or flours. Step into Europe for sweets 
and savories, breads, Viennese coffee and teas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moldcell Café �– the first place in Moldova where technologies serve you�… coffee! 

The mobile operator Moldcell inaugurated the first cafe in Moldova where mobile 
technologies �“serve the clients�”, bringing indispensable help to the waiters. �“Moldcell 
Café�” is situated in the center of the capital, next to Moldcell Center, on the 
intersection of Stefan cel Mare Blvd. and Tighina  

�“Moldcell Café�” is conceived as a small refuge in the heart of noisy and bustling 
capital for technologies-friendly users as well as for people who want to have a cup of 
coffee and read a book from the Moldcell library. The menu card is also 
technological; it is actually an iPad �– a portable computer of small size with multi-
touch screen. Thus, the clients of the cafe can make order that will be automatically 
transferred to the kitchen, without assistance of the waiters.      

What does the world of �“Moldcell Café�” stand for? 

While waiting for order, the client can surf the Internet from his/her personal laptop 
through Wi-Fi. This is an additional service offered free and unlimited to the visitors 
who want to be informed about all news whether they are out of office or not at 
home.  
  
The menu of the cafe includes a number of facilities offered exclusively to 
Moldcell clients:  
1. 10% discount for any order in Moldcell Café,  
2. The bill can be paid with the loyalty points accumulated by Moldcell clients.   
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To benefit from 10% discount, Moldcell client should send an SMS to the given 
phone number, indicating the sum of order. The request is automatically processed 
and the client gets the bill where the discount is applied to the sum of the bill. 
Besides, the clients, who are used to accumulating loyalty points, can use them to pay 
for the bill! Removal of loyalty points from the account of the subscriber is done for 
every consumed product multiplied by the number of ordered units. For every 
removal of points from the GSM account, Moldcell subscriber will get a notification 
via sms. 
  
The clients can also buy any Moldcell product available on the market: to connect to 
Cartel  Moldcell packages, Abonament Moldcell, to buy a mobile phone, to refill the 
account, etc. At the entrance into the cafe there is a library, the list of books from the 
library is given in iPad menu. 

EVEL-LUX (beauty salon)  
Str. Academiei 7 
73-31-68, 72-87-91 
069 709893 
Oxana speaks English and cuts/colors hair 
 
New restaurant: Salcioara 
Restaurant cu traditii 
Str. Puschin 39 
Chisinau 
21-11-87 
www.salcioara.md 
 

Editor�’s Note 
 
 
THANK YOU to everyone to contributed to this newsletter.    
 
Emily  


