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December Newsletter 2008 

 
 
 
 

Message from the Vice President 
 
Dear IWCM Members, 
 
Our December general meeting will take place on Tuesday, 2 December at 6:30 pm in the Rose 
Room of the Leogrand Hotel. This will be our last general meeting in 2008! At the meeting you 
will be able to buy raffle tickets for the Winter Bazaar, which is just days away, pick up a poster 
with the Bazaar, and to find out the entertainment program of the event.  
 
I am looking forward to seeing you there. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Stela Sears 
Vice-President 
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     Membership 
 
Dear Ladies, 
 
The October meeting was well attended by 25 members and 1 guest. We met some of our 
Grantees and heard several of their presentations.  
 
In October we added 6 new members to our club: Smiley Teresa, Wanstreet Rian, Pavlova Olga, 
Julia Krummenauer, Preilowski Gabriele, Kouzmina Natalia. Welcome to you all. 
 
Our membership total is now 100. Our warmest wishes to all our Ladies and a wonderful Pre-
Christmas time! 
 
 
Rodica and Emily 
 
membership.iwcm@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Note from the Webmaster 
 
To access the top menu and other “members only” areas of our website, you must obtain an 
online account. If you do not yet have an online account but want to have one, please send me an 
email to webmaster.iwcm@yahoo.com with a preferred username and password details.  
 
Susanna Balian 
Webmaster 
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22 September 2008 Executive Meeting Minutes 
 
Grants Committee- 
Received emails from 3 women asking for cooperation with the club. One was a head of an NGO 
(Rodica Jalba can provide her name), the other one Eugenia Gonciar is the chief of the Adoptions 
section of the Ministry of Social security and the protection for families and children, and the third 
woman was Liliana Bogdanas who works at Moldova Agroindbank. At the meeting we decided to 
send an email to Ms. Gonciar saying "Thanks, but no thanks" since the club is independent and 
we do not want to deal with the government of Moldova or have them interfere with our business. 
Ms.Bogdanas and the other lady were welcomed to come to our GM.   
 
Annual Fee- 
It was suggested during the meeting that members who did not pay their annual fee for more than 
2 months after their annual fee due date will be removed from the member list.  
 
Grant Translators Needed- 
We need Russian and Romanian language translators for grants applications. So far, only one club 
member volunteered. Therefore, during the meeting we will encourage locals to help with the 
translation of the grants. Also, to make things easier and more transparent, we will make it clear to 
the applicants that we will not read any attachments to the applications.  
 
Certificates for NoA Participants- 
Susanna presented 2 drafts for NoA certificates. One of the certificates is for all the artists who 
participated in the NoA. The other certificate is for the artists who donated 25% of their sales to 
our club. A lot of artists need such certificates of recognition in order to be able to join the 
National Union of Artists sooner.  
 
Certificates for Grantees and Sponsors- 
Certificates will be drafted for artists who donate 25% and sponsors. Davorka suggested making 
certificates of participation for all the NoA participants. We have always given certificates to our 
grantees. We discussed the frames for them. Where?  How many?  What kind to buy?  Natalia 
suggested buying them locally. Framed certificates will be given to sponsors and may be also to 
grantees.  
 
Invitation Letter- 
Emily presented a letter of invitation for potential new members of the club. The invite outlines 
basic club’s activities and provides information about our meetings.  
 
Activity Signs- 
The ladies decided to prepare simple decorative signs for each of the club’s activities, major 
events, and/or volunteer opportunities. The signs will be placed at each activity round table during 
the next meeting. We will have a sign-up sheet next to each sign and a brief description of that 
activity.  
 
Activities- 
Marcie suggested listing out some potential future activities. The list includes the following: 
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1. Visiting performances (ballets, operas, concerts, etc.) 
2. Visiting museums, art galleries, exhibits 
3. Visiting fashion stores and tailors 
4. Markets and More – visiting some of Moldova’s native markets 
5. Special Events – going to the circus, having special guests, etc. 
6. Language classes – Russian was one of the suggestions 
7. Trips around Moldova – visiting monasteries and other places of interest 
8. English conversational group – for those who want to practice/improve their English 
9. Guide Book group – responsible for updating the guide book 

 
Magazine Articles- 
Inga presented a wonderful opportunity for the club to increase our media exposure and also 
potentially raise more money for charity. Magazine Sanatate offered to publish Inga’s articles about 
the club’s activities and also stated that the magazine would be willing to accept money from 
potential sponsors on our behalf and then transfer the money to us. Inga volunteered to write 
articles about the Winter Bazaar and perhaps Internatul Razalai-Pepeni (the orphanage where over 
80 kids did not have running water this summer) or some other IWCM charity event. In the 
article, Inga will state that potential sponsors could donate the money to charity through the 
magazine, at the terms outlined above.  
 
Interpreting for IWCM Members- 
During our last general meeting, an issue came up when one of the members complained that 
there was no interpretation from English during the meeting. It was decided that the club cannot 
provide such interpretation for 3 main reasons: 1) our by-laws state that the club’s official language 
is English, 2) interpretation would make our meetings too long, 3) it may make the meetings 
uninteresting for a lot of members – having to hear the same thing in several languages. 
 
Annual Fee – fixed date- 
In order to simplify tracking each member’s due, it was decided to have all members pay their 
dues just once a year – in September. Members who joined the club in the past 6 months would 
have their dues pro-rated and would only need to pay the remaining amount of the next year’s 
annual fee. Because the meeting time was over, it was decided to vote on this issue via email.  
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Mark Your November Calendars 

1st:  Charlas Espanolas 
 
2nd: General Meeting  
18:30 at the Leo Grand  
 
4th: Tennis at 9:00     
       Play Group 
       Bible Study 
 
6th: Winter Bazaar  
 
8th:  Charlas Espanolas  
 
10th: Afternoon Book Club 
14:30 at Charla’s (30A Drumul Viilor) 
 
 
 
 

 
11th:  Tennis at 9:00 
       Play Group 
       Bible Study 
 
15th: Charlas Espanolas 
 
18th:  Tennis at 9:00 
          Play Group  
          Bible Study 
 
22nd: Charlas Espanolas 
 
29th: Charlas Espanolas 
   
 
 
        

Activities 
 
The activities provided by the IWCM are a wonderful way to get together informally.  Most are 
also open for spouses and friends, especially tennis, evening book club, and bible study.  
 
For those who are interested in joining an activity or who are new members, please read the list of 
activities.  For more information, please visit the IWCM website www.iwcm.md or contact the 
coordinators directly. 
 
ACTIVITIES COORDINATORS- Marina Parmentier- Marina_Parmentier@yahoo.com 
and Susan Schmitt- swschmitt@gmail.com 
 
BIBLE STUDY- Harriet Caldwell (harriet.caldwell@worldteam.org)   
  
EVENING BOOK GROUP- Emily Mellenthin (emilymellenthin@gmail.com)  
 
AFTERNOON BOOK CLUB- Charla Chaudhry (ccchaudhry@hotmail.com) 
 
LUNCHEON- Susanna Balian (maphanja@yahoo.com)  
 
COOKING GROUP- Jennifer Griffith (jasamer@yahoo.com)  
 
CHARLAS ESPAÑOLAS- Liliana Mateiu (liliana_mateiu@yahoo.co.uk)  
 
CRAFT GROUP- Floriana Morelli de Montis (florianamdm@yahoo.it)  
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FRANCOPHONE CAFE- Liliana Mateiu (liliana_mateiu@yahoo.co.uk)  
 
MOVIE GROUP- Susanna Balian (maphanja@yahoo.com)     
 
MAH JONG- Charla Chaudhry (ccchaudhry@hotmail.com) 
 
PLAYGROUP- Lynn Longhauser (lynnkbell@hotmail.com)  
 
ROMANIAN GROUP- Peggy Spanos (pmallio@yaoo.com)  
 
TENNIS- Marina Parmentier (Marina_Parmentier@yahoo.com)  
 
PERFORMANCES- no coordinator 
 
ART- no coordinator 
 
FASHION STORES AND TAILORS- no coordinator 
 
MARKETS AND MORE- no coordinator 
 
YOGA- needs a coordinator (the most popular activity) 
  
SPECIAL EVENTS- no coordinator 
 
ENGLISH CONVERSATION- Floriana Morelli (florianamdm@yahoo.it) 
 
RUSSIAN CLASSES- no coordinator 
 
AROUND MOLDOVA- Olga Martin  
  
IWCM GUIDE BOOK TO MOLDOVA- Emily Patterson (dandelion_place@juno.com)  
  
SIGHTSEEING/TOURS- no coordinator 
  
PHOTOGRAPHY- no coordinator 
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Activity News  
 
 

! I would like to thank all the members of the Women’s Club who helped me with the crafts.  
I would also like to thank, in particular, Letty Bayer, Gillian Pickles, Liliana Mateiu, Rosa 
Brunn and Marie Claire for helping us to improve our English. 

  
I want also say that I will begin 2 groups of English conversations: 

• Tuesday in my residence (more like lessons) and 
• Friday (Tea Time group) in different restaurants or cafe to learn more about 

Chisinau. 
  

Thank you,  
Floriana 
tel: 210 127   cell: 068 055 484 
Strada Crihan 33/3 Telecentrum 
Chisinau Republica Moldova 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

! On Wednesday, November 19th, twelve of our members of IWCM met at the traditional 
Moldovan restaurant, Neama Vatrului, at the intersection of Pushkin and Bucarest, to share 
both a delightful lunch and the camraderie that is special to our ex-pat community.  As 
usual, the luncheon was organized by Mrs. Susanna Balian, and we surely owe her much 
thanks for all the effort she puts in to arranging these monthly luncheons.  What fun they 
are!  Conversation was lively and productive, with topics ranging from the introduction of 
several new members to IWCM, where to find shopping treasures, what's going on with 
the upcoming Holiday bazaar, and what new special interest groups might we like to see 
started.   

 
That led to the spontaneous development of an Afternoon Book Club within IWCM, to be 
offered once a month on the second Wednesday, at 2:30 pm.  Five of us at the luncheon 
decided on the spot to sign up for the group, and are anxiously looking forward to the first 
meeting in December.  The contact person for that group will be Mrs. Charla Chaudhry. 

 
As always, the monthly luncheon, held in an intimate setting, offered all of us present an 
opportunity to get to know each other even better.  We look forward to seeing you at our 
next lunch in December...and who knows what we'll talk about then?! 

 
Charla Chaudhry 
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Green News: Educate Yourself and Get Involved! 
 
Carbon by the numbers 
 
Weighing in on the sources that add to the planet's greenhouse gases: 
* 3.7 billion the world population in 1970 

* 6.6 billion the world population in 2008 

* 200 million vehicles on the road throughout the world in 1970 

* 75% increase in greenhouse gas emissions from 1970 to 2004 

* 12% of the EU's total CO2 emissions were created by passenger cars in 2007 

* 22.4 Tons of carbon dioxide emitted per capita by Americans 

* 10.8 Tons of carbon dioxide emitted per capita by the British 

* 20 cars needed to emit the same amount of greenhouse gases as one pre-1970 model 

* 50% the percentage of global energy use consumed by buildings 

* 18 times more carbon emitted per mile per passenger in a car than in a bus (buses emit less 

carbon per passenger than trains, planes, boats, or automobiles- in that order) 

* 19.312 kilometres an average car travels per year producing 6 tonnes of greenhouse gas 

emissions 

* 60% percentage by which the British government proposes cutting carbon emissions by 2050. 

Zero percent is America's planned reduction. 

 
  
But There Is Still Hope 
  
* 20 million people celebrated the first Earth Day on 22 April 1970.  It's been growing strong 
ever since with 200 million people who celebrated Earth Day in 1990 and 37.100.000, the number 
of Google hits, for the 2008 Earth Day 
 

What Can We Do? 

* Clean Green: Use biodegradable, phosphorous-free soap and shampoo when camping or 
cruising to avoid adding damaging chemicals to oceans, lakes, and rivers 
* Curl up in coach: Flying roundtrip to the States in business class produces about 1,5times more 
CO2 than flying in coach, according to a report by the Tuffs University 
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Books 
  
1. How Clean is the Air You Breathe?  By: B.C. Wolverton (12E) 

• Wolverton presents 50 plants, from fir to tulips, which are most effective as natural air 
cleaners for our houses 

 
2. Rainforest. By: Thomas Marent, DK Publications at Amazon.com (32.50E) 

• An intimate collection of photographs.  For 16 years, photographer T. Marent has devoted 
his life and art to earth's most diverse and exotic habitat, through five continents. This is 
his testament in association with the Rainforest Foundation, which receives a donation for 
every copy sold. Through its pages, encounter the beauty of 500 animal and plant portraits, 
and the stories behind them. 

 
3. Green Chic, Saving the Earth in Style. By: Christie Matheson, Sourcebooks Publications at 
Amazon.com (9.50E) 

• Earth-friendly ideas for being in style, feeling amazing and enjoying quality life while saving 
the planet. 

  
Music 
 
* The Green Album WWF (Sony BMG): A green collection dedicated to the environment, 
composed by songs from great artists, such as Bob Dylan, Lou Reed, Leonard Cohen, and a new 
Greek song performed by E. Tsaligopoulou, N.Portokaloglou and A. Babali. (18.50E) 
 
 
 
Peggy Malliopoulou 
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Winter Bazaar 
 
 

The big day is just one week away! This year we will have an exceptional bazaar with the 
participation of 20 diplomatic missions, 15 charity organizations, 15 artists, and 5 vendors all 
together totaling 51 booths with goods to sell or services to offer.  One can buy anything from 
handicrafts to gourmet food to clothing. It's also a great place to enjoy some authentic 
international cuisine. The event is attended by hundreds of people, both ex-pats and Moldovans 
alike.  Come for the shopping and cuisine, and also to contribute to a worthy cause! 
 
A lot of work was done and yet to be done to make this event successful. Unlike in the past, 
without MoldExpo’s help we made our banner for Stefan cel Mare and M. Eminescu intersection. 
The mayor of Chisinau, Dorin Chirtoaca, was very generous in supporting us.  
 
I would like specially to thank Natalia Golovina, who helped me go trough the cavalcade of people 
and offices, wait for hours in dark and freezing corridors to get all the necessary signatures and 
rubberstamps for banner authorization.  
 
We also have an unprecedented bazaar advertisement on TV! Our media sponsor, PRO TV, is 
airing our ad eight times a day. Watch PRO TV and admire the IWCM bazaar promotion!  
 
There will be breathtaking raffle prizes at the bazaar. Don’t miss your chance to win a round-trip 
ticket to Istanbul, a digital camera, sets of international brand cosmetics, gift certificates to fine 
restaurants, select wines, and much much more! The more tickets you buy the better your chances 
to win! 
1 raffle ticket costs 10 lei. 
 
With the help of our printing sponsor, XEROX, we are making ready posters and pocket 
calendars to distribute all over the city. The posters and calendars will be available at the upcoming 
General meeting on December 2. Please, take a few copies to post at your workplace, educational 
institutions, your apartment building, elevators, give it to your friends, or place them at other 
locations you see fit. Give special attention to diplomatic missions.  
 
HELP NEEDED: 
 
Please, sign up for a two-hour shift or help us at the IWCM booths.  
  
Raffle booth: If you haven’t signed up to donate a basket yet, please do so. We can never have 
too many. We need volunteers to sell raffle tickets and help with the raffle prizes.  
 
Crafts booth: the IWCM Crafts group started working on various craft projects. We need help to 
decorate the booth and sell the crafts.  
 
Second-hand: There is still time to go through your closets, homes and children’s playrooms for 
items you no longer need. Your “trash” could become someone else’s treasure.  Come to give us a 
hand setting up the booth on December 5 or help us with sales on the 6th. 
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Santa / photo booth: There will be a Santa seating on a throne and for visitors to take picture 
with him, as well as “Santa’s shop” with gift sets for sale. We need bilingual members of the club 
to help us to sell and translate for the Santa and/or photographer if needed.  
 
Santa Cookies: We will sell cookies in mini holiday character boxes. Please, help us to fill up the 
boxes with your favorite holiday cookies.  We need 5 cookies per box, with diameter not more 
than 5 cm or 2 inches.   
 
Please send an email to iwcmoldova@yahoo.com  if you are willing to help.  
 
Don’t forget to sign up for a two-hour shift on December 6! 
 
Come and enjoy the feeling of the season!  
 
 

Susanna Balian 
 

 
 
 

Help with the Winter Bazaar 
 

HOLIDAY BREAKFAST & BASKETS 
 
Please join us!  We'll be wrapping baskets for the Winter Bazaar raffle. 

 
WHEN: Saturday, November 29th at 11:00 AM  
WHERE: Jennifer Griffith's home: 48 Eminescu Apt. #6   
Please dial 3 & 8 at the same time on the touch pad to enter the pedestrian gate. Once 
through the gate, press 6 on the dial pad next to the door.    

 
If you have any questions please call Jennifer at 22 66 36 or 069523588. 
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Happy December Birthdays!! 

 

 
07 Ylva Sorman Nath 

14 Ala Mindicanu 
15 Corina Cepoi 
16 Nancy Raatz 

17 Harriet Caldwell 
26 Doina Nistor 

 
 
 

SKYTOWER Exhibition 
 

 
The Exhibition with sale in SKYTOWER Shopping Center 

 
Due to forthcoming beautifull winter holidays SKYTOWER Shopping Center brings you 

sincere congratulations and announces that during 15-31 December we are going to hold an 
exhibition with sale of hand-made Christmas gifts.  

Paintings on bandana and hand painted soft neckwear, jewelry, toys and decorations for 
Chritmas tree, ceramics and new trend of fashion – painted felt boots.  All displayed products will 
be provided by local painters and masters and by companies which specialise in interior design and 
decor. 

For your special look, SKYTOWER Shopping Center offers new collections from: 
FURLA, Sugar, Elegance Paris, Monica Ricci, Apanage, Elogia Collezione, Rinascimento, 
Emozione, Gerry Weber, jewelry of  Dolu AY and Lanix. 
Winter holidays are coming with exceptional gifts offered to our loved ones. 
                                                                       
Sincerely Yours, Marketing Department      
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November Fine Arts Performances 
 
 
 

The National Philharmonic 
78 Mitropolit Varlaam Street 

(Note that the box office is closed from 14:00–15:00 and that tickets are generally available 
approximately two weeks in advance of the performance.) 

All performances listed below are in the Great Hall at 18:00 unless otherwise noted.  
Check http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/ 

 
 

Opera and Ballet Theater  
152 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard 

Tel: 24-51-04 (booking office) 
All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 

Check http://www.nationalopera.md/index.php 
 
 

Organ Hall 
          81 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard 

              Tel: 23-72-62; 22-51-51; 22-54-71; 22-25-28 
           All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 

Check http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/ 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Note 
 
I would like to thank those of you who contributed to this newsletter.  I appreciate your time and 
energy. 
 
If any member would like to write an article or post something in the next newsletters or if you 
have any suggestions for new columns or information you would like to see, please let me know.    

 
 

Emily 
 
 
 
  


