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Message from the co-Presidents 
 

                    Kobayashi Issa �…�”Spring Breeze 
                                                                                       The pine on the ridge 
                                                                                       Whispers it.�” 
Dear International Women�’s Club Members, 
 
As I write this today, March is playing one of it�’s tricks, and has surprised us with a spring 
snowfall.  But it is not the heavy, crystalline snow of winter.  Rather it is one that hits the ground 
like a mist, reminding the flowers not to show their faces too early, but letting them know that 
renewal is just around the corner.  I wonder if you are like me, and waiting anxiously for those first 
glimpses of flowers budding and verdant green covering the hillsides?  Certainly for me, this 
Spring brings a real sense of renewal.  As many of you know, I left Chisinau almost three months 
ago for a medical problem, but it has been taken care of and I am thankful to be back with you 
here in Chisinau, on the mend and feeling so good!  That glorious sense of renewal, which really 
comes only in spring, is something I hope all of you can grab hold of.  We have worked so hard 
this year, fine-tuning many aspects of IWCM to make our club even better.  Soon it will be time to 
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think about stepping up and volunteering to be on the Executive Board or the Grants committee 
or as a leader of a special interest group.  
Think of yourself as a flower that has been laying in wait all winter just to explode on the scene 
with vibrant color and beauty to make your surroundings all the richer.  This really is the core of 
volunteerism, and that�’s a lot of what we are about, isn�’t it? 
 
Of course, the coming of Spring also makes us start looking forward to that very special Night of 
Art which IWCM hosts each year to highlight Moldovan artists at a lovely evening of wine and 
good food and even better company.  Our NOA Committee has been working ever so hard to 
bring to us the best of what the Moldovan art world has to offer, and on April 8th at MoldExpo 
come and join us for an incredibly lovely evening.  Hopefully, since this is our spring charity event, 
you might even find something to purchase that will forever remind you of this night. 
I am so looking forward to seeing all of you at our upcoming General Meeting the first Tuesday in 
April�…we always have so much to talk about, don�’t we? 
 
Nazl and Charla  
  
 

Night of Art 2011 
 

Night of Art, 18:00 �– 21:30 Friday 8th April, Central Pavilion, Moldexpo 
 
Preparations for our 8th IWCM 
Night of Art charity exhibition & 
sale are on track and as ever, it 
promises to be a wonderful 
evening, where you can view and 
buy some of Moldova�’s best art in a 
relaxed and sociable atmosphere �– 
there�’s no other event like it! 
 
We will have over 80 artists taking 
part - our well-known favorites and 
some new ones too including 13 
student artists and lots of beautiful 
handmade crafts and jewelry from 
Moldovan artisans. 
 
As well as all the fantastic art, we 

will have a delicious buffet from Fidesco, great wine from the Moldovan Small Wine Producers 
Association (Equinox, Et Cetera, Mezalimpe, Pelican Negru and Vinaria Nobila) as well as beer, 
soft drinks, tea & coffee and some live music kindly donated by a very talented guitarist, Greg 
Reiter - all included in the bargain ticket price of just 100 Lei per person! 
 
All of the money from ticket sales goes to charity, so please encourage your friends, colleagues and 
contacts to come to the Night of Art with you!  As you know, we are raising money for a 
�“Communication Club�” run by the Regina Pacis Foundation to give social support to the elderly 
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and other vulnerable groups in Chisinau and for an all purpose sports court for children and 
teenagers in Sadova, r-nul Calarasi. 
 
A big thank you to the many people who have helped so far �– making calls, selling tickets, 
publicizing the event and many other things besides.  We simply could not have managed without 
you. We still need your help and support in these final stages to make the event a success.  Please 
see Rodica�’s message in this newsletter for more details. 
 
If you signed out tickets to sell, please bring the money, or return the unsold tickets to our 
Treasurer, Nancy Carlson, at the next General Meeting at 18:00 on Tuesday 5th April. We look 
forward to seeing you there and at the Night of Art!   
 
Kate 
kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com 
069 766 355 
 
 

Night of Art: Volunteers Needed! 
 
Our Night of Art 2011 is fast approaching and we need more volunteers 
to make this event a success! Fortunately, we have a wonderful team, 
who has already done a lot of work, but extra help is needed during the 
event itself. 
 
We are looking for volunteers at the entrance of the Central Pavilion at 
Moldexpo to sell tickets and stamp visitors' hands on Friday, 8th April. 
 This year we will have a small A5 brochure giving the contact details of 
all the artists taking part and we will need volunteers to sell these at the 
IWCM booth. We will also need volunteers to serve Lipton's tea, kindly 
provided by our sponsor, Unilever. If you can spare an hour of your 
time during the evening for any of these tasks, it would be great. 

 
Please find below the times of the shifts: 

Friday, April 8th 
17:45 �– 18:45 �– 10 persons (put your name here) 
18:45 �– 19:45 �– 8 persons (put your name here) 
19:45 �– 20:45 �– 8 persons (put your name here) 
20:45 �– 21:30 �– 6 persons (put your name here) 

 
If you are available and willing to help, please contact me at rjalba@gmail.com 0794 032 44 or Jennifer 
Straghalis jasamer@yahoo.com. 
 
Please, make your own contribution: buy tickets and spread the word about the Night of Art. For those of 
you that are on Facebook, please, do the re-post and invite your friends. 
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=199693856715145 (English) 
http://www.facebook.com/?closeTheater=1#!/event.php?eid=155658797829190&index=1 (Romanian) 
 
Thank you!  Rodica  
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Mark Your April Calendars 

04th: Romanian Language 
 
05th: General Meeting at Leo Grande 
        
07th: -Mah Jong at 10:30am 
        -Bible Study at 7:00pm 
 
11th: Romanian Language 
         
14th: -Mah Jong at 10:30am 
        -Bible Study at 7:00pm 
 
 

18th: Romanian Language 
 
20th: Luncheon Group at 12:30pm 
 
 
21st: -Mah Jong at 10:30am 
        -Bible Study at 7:00pm 
 
25th: Romanian Language 
 
28th: -Mah Jong at 10:30am 
        -Bible Study at 7:00pm 
        

Activities: News and Information
 
The activities provided by the IWCM are a wonderful way to get together informally. Most are 
also open for spouses and friends. For those who are interested in joining an activity or who are 
new members, please read the list of activities. For more information, please visit the IWCM 
website www.iwcm.md or contact the coordinators directly. 
 
ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR- Kim Cooper 
 
BIBLE STUDY- Lisa Kirkpatrick (068 535 850) 
 
FRENCH CAFÉ- Beatrice Furic 
 
LUNCHEON GROUP- Corina Cepoi 
�• The Luncheon activities will gather food lovers to try another restaurant in central Chisinau on 

April 20, at 12:30. Please write to Corina Cepoi @ ccepoi@yahoo.com or 069133229 if you are 
interested to join a group of 10 to 15 usual comers. :) Members can bring guests. 

�• The last time, on March 16, we tried Creme de la Crème.  Their lunch choices were really nice, 
but the service was hectic.  

 
ROMANIAN LANGUAGE- Fulga Tanasa (ftanasa@icmpp.ro or 73 86 74) 
�• Meeting dates and times: Monday afternoons (flexible). Have fun while speaking Romanian! 
 
INTERNATIONAL COOKING- Elda Hiller (eldahiller@gmx.ch) 
�• Meeting dates and times: 1x per month, flexible at 10:30am. We love to eat and share the fun of 
cooking! 
 
CRAFTS GROUP- Beatrice Furic 
�• If you need more information please call the Coordinator Beatrice Furic at 601010, 68118318. 
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SINGING- Elda Hiller 
�• Meeting dates and times: Flexible and fun! Open to anyone who likes music and singing (and you 
don�’t need to be a good singer). 
 
MAH JONG- Charla Chaudhry (ccchaudhry@hotmail.com) 
�• Meeting dates and times: Every Thursday at 10:00am. It is so much more than an ancient 
Chinese game played with tiles�…sensual, relaxing, and stimulating all at the same time. The best of 
friends meet over the Mah Jong table! 
 
ART GROUP- Kate Shannon (kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com or 069766355) and Nicoleta 
Muntean (nicoletta_kate@yahoo.com or 0698 66555) 

 
Art Group was officially launched on March 19, the third 
Saturday of the month. If the first visit was marked by earlier 
abstract, portraits and still life of the young artist Valeria Duca, 
the second Art Group will learn more about sculpture. Thus, on 
April 16, the third Saturday of April, the Art Group will visit 
Sergei Golubev (1963) a member of the Union of Artists of 
Moldova with a remarkable talent for sculpture in bronze. His 
works are in private collections in Russia, Germany, Israel, 
Holland, Romania, France, Australia, Turkey and Croatia. He 
participated in about 69 group exhibitions in Romania, Sweden, 
Russia, Holland and Moldova and had few personal exhibitions 
in Moldova, Russia and Germany. He dares to use various 
materials in his sculpture and he is awarded for this. Some of his 
works will be exhibited in the Night of Art 2011. However, the 
visit to his studio, which will take place on April 16, will be a 
great insight on materials he uses, techniques and in his more 
recent works done jointly with other artists. For more details 

please contact Nicoleta Muntean nicoletta_kate@yahoo.com 0698 66555 
 
AFTERNOON BOOK CLUB- Charla Chaudhry (ccchaudhry@hotmail.com) 
�• Meeting dates and times: 1x per month, usually the 3rd Wednesday at 2:00pm, but flexible. The 
language is English, but the books come from all over the world. If you love to read and talk 
about what you�’ve read over lovely munchies, then this is the group for you. I think that 
sometimes our conversations are better than the books themselves! Do come and join us! 
 
 

Famous Romanian Women 
 

 
Ana Aslan (1897-1988) was a Romanian biologist and physician. She is 
considered to be the founding figure of gerontology and geriatrics in Romania. 
In 1952, under the leadership of Prof. Dr. Ana Aslan, the Geriatric Institute in 
Bucharest was founded. This institute was the first of its kind in Romania and 
was recognized by the World Health Organization. The concept Gerovital H3 
was introduced for the first time by Prof. Dr. Ana Aslan in 1957 on the 
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occasion of the 4th International Gerontology Congress in Verona (Italy). Many scientists from the 
USA, Germany, UK, Japan, Italy, Austria, France and Romania have studied and confirmed the 
effects of this treatment. Presidents Charles De Gaulle and John F. Kennedy, west german 
Chancellor Konrad Adenauer, chinese Chairman Mao Zedong and vietnamese Chairman Ho Chi 
Minh, as well as stars Marlene Dietrich, Lillian Gish, the Gabor sisters, Charlie Chaplin, Kirk 
Douglas and artist Salvador Dali, traveled to Romania to benefit from this anti-aging therapy. 
 
 

Sarmiza Bilcescu (1867-1935) was a Romanian lawyer, the first 
European woman ever to obtain a license and a PhD in Law from the 
University of Paris (two years before the French national Jeanne 
Chauvin), and the first one to practice law in Romania. Her thesis was 
entitled �“De la condition légale de la mère�” ("On the Legal Condition of the 
Mother"). In 1891, following a campaign in her favor, she was admitted 
with full honors to the bar association in Ilfov County (which, at that 
time, also included Bucharest), which was presided over by the notorious 
lawyer and politician Take Ionescu. Aside from being a first in her 
country (in which women had traditionally been rejected on the basis of 
Roman law), this event was unprecedented in comparison to most 
European countries. The measure was notably welcomed by the Belgian 

lawyer and liberal politician Louis Franck, who deemed it "a major innovation". 
 
 

Elena Caragiani-Stoienescu (1887�–1929) is the first woman aviator in Romania. 
Her first flight occurred in 1912, accompanied by her horse riding instructor Mircea 
Zorileanu. She joined the League of Aviation, the aviation school run by the Prince 
George Valentin Bibescu, being the only female student, which aroused indignation. 
She took flying lessons with Constantin Fotescu, captain Nicu Capsa and Mircea 
Zorileanu, on special training aircrafts as "Farman", "Wright" or "Santos Dumont". 

On completion of training, she applied for the civilian pilot patent but her applications to the 
Education and Defense Ministries have been rejected by Spiru Haret (Minister of Education) and 
General Crainiceanu (Minister of Defense). This forced her to leave for France. She got admitted 
in the School of Civil Aviation in Mourmelon le Grand, Champ de Chalon, run by Roger Sommer, 
where she passed all the exams and at the age of 27 she obtained the International Pilot license 
(patent no. 1591, issued on January 22, 1914, by the International Aeronautic Federation). 
 
  

 Elisa Leonida Zamfirescu (1887-1973), first woman engineer in the 
world, director of the laboratory of the Romanian Institute of Geology, 
sister of the famous Romanian engineer Dimitrie Leonida. In 1909, she 
joined the Royal Technical Academy in Berlin, Charlottemburg, where 
she graduated from in 1912, becoming the first woman engineer in 
Europe and world. After returning to Romania, was employed as an 
assistant at the Institute of Geology. During the First World War, she 
enroled as a member of the Romanian Red Cross, helping and leading 
many hospitals, for which she was decorated. In 1918 she married, in 
the frontline town Ghidiceni, chemist Constantin Zamfir, brother of 
the Romanian writer Duiliu Zamfir. After the war, she worked at the 
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Institute of Geology , as well as teacher of physics and chemistry at the School for Girls "Pitar 
Mos" and the School for Electric and Mechanic Workers, led by her brother Dimitrie Leonida in 
Bucharest. She was the first woman member A.G.I.R. (Romanian Engineers Association) and 
member of International Association of University Women. 
 
 

 Florica Bagdasar (1901-1978) was the first woman minister in 
România, in 1946, at the Ministry of Public Health. She graduated from 
Medicine in Bucharest in 1925 and worked as internal and external 
physician at the hospital �“Asezamintele Brâncovene ti�”. After marrying 
Dumitru Bagdasar in 1927, they left together for training in America. 
After 23 August 1944, she joined the Romanian Communist Party. In 
1946, she was appointed Minister of Health and has held this position 
until 1948, being the first woman minister in Romania. In 1949, she was 
appointed Professor at the Department of Psychology of the Normal and 
Pathological Child at the Medico-Pharmaceutical Institute. In 1956, she 
was vice-president of the Romanian Red Cross. Her daughter is the 

mathematician Alexandra Bellow, one of the wifes of  writer Saul Bellow, present in his novel 
�“The Dean`s December�” (1982) as one of the characters. 
 

 
Maria Cutarida-Cratunescu (1857-1919) �– Romanian doctor and the first 
woman doctor with a PhD in Medicine. She started to study at the Medical 
University in Zurich, in 1877, but due to language difficulties she went to the 
Montpellier University, Faculty of Medicine. She spent the PhD stage and 
prepared her thesis at the Faculty of Medicine in Paris and in 1884 she 
presented the thesis, obtaining her PhD in women and children illnesses. 
The Romanian practice  licence is granted to her after a serious exam when 
she obtained the highest grade �„Magna cum Laudae�”. 
In 1899, she founded the first nursery for women working at the Tobacco 
Factory in Bucuresti and in 1898 is the vice-president of the Society for 
Women`s Culture and Help. During the First World War, she works as a 
doctor in the Military Hospital in Bucuresti.  

 
 
 Hariclea Darclée (1860�–1939) was a celebrated Romanian opera 
soprano. She possessed an agile, powerful and beautiful voice that 
was wielded with a fine technique. An extremely beautiful woman, 
Darclée's stage presence was as elegant and refined as her singing. 
Although universally admired, she displayed a coldness of 
temperament that, at times, diminished her conviction in the more 
passionate repertory. A singer of prodigious talent, her repertoire 
ranged from coloratura soprano roles to heavier Verdi roles, 
including many in the Franco-Italian lyric repertory. Throughout her 
career, she participated in several world premieres, including 
originating the title roles in Puccini's Tosca, Mascagni's Iris and 
Catalani's La Wally. Hariclea Darclée sang 58 roles on 56 operas (32 
operas of tradition, 12 in absolute première and 16 operas in 
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important premières) by 31 composers (12 composer of the tradition and 19 young composers 
with new operas interpreted in absolute première). Darclée was the mother of Romanian 
composer Ion Hartulary Darclée (1886�–1969) who was known particularly as a writer of operettas. 
She made only a handful of recordings for Fonotipia in 1905, all exceedingly rare. This great artist 
occupies a singular position in the Universal History of the Opera. 
 

 
 Elvira Popescu (Elvire Popesco in French) (1894�–1993) was an 
international recognized Romanian stage and movie actress and theatre 
director. Born in Bucharest, Elvira Popescu studied drama at the Drama 
Conservatory under the guidance of Constantin Nottara and Aristizza 
Romanescu. She made her debut at the National Theatre Bucharest at the age 
of 16. In 1912, she played herself in the movie Independen a României (Romania 
Independence), directed by Aristide Demetriade. In 1919, she became artistic 
director of the Excelsior Theatre. In 1921, the actress founded Teatrul Mic, 
which she managed in parallel with the Excelsior. In 1923, she starred in the 
movie ig ncu a de la iatac (Little gipsy girl from salon), directed by Alfred Halm. 

Following the urge of Louis Verneuil, the famous French playwrighter, she moved in 1924 to 
Paris. Under Verneuil's direction, she played the leading role in Ma Cousine de Varsovie, at the 
Théâtre de la Michodière. She also played in Tovaritch (1933), La Machine infernale (1954), Nina 
(1949), and La Mamma (1957). Later on, she was director of the Théâtre de Paris (1956�–1965) and 
Théâtre Marigny (1965�–1978). At age 84, she played again in La Mamma. Elvira Popescu also 
starred in movies, such as La Présidente (Fernand Rivers, 1938), Tricoche et Cacolet (Pierre Colombier, 
1938), Ils étaient neuf célibataires (Sacha Guitry, 1939), Paradis perdu (Abel Gance, 1940), Austerlitz 
(Abel Gance, 1960) and Plein soleil (René Clément, 1960). In 1987, Elvira Popescu received the 
Molière Prize for career achievements and in 1989 President François Mitterrand conferred upon 
her the Légion d�’honneur.  
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Collect Plastic Bottle Caps 
 

 

 
 

Dear club members, 
As you all know, until this month Rosa Brunn was the person in charge with this activity and she 

succeeded to mobilize all of us for a good cause: collecting plastic bottle caps for recycling in 
exchange for bread delivered by the Regina Pacis Foundation to people in need. 

Thank you, Rosa, very much for your enthusiasm and dedication! And good luck with your new 
assignment! 

 

 
 

We don�’t want to give up this initiative and, since she left Moldova, somebody else will take over 
this. Therefore, dear ladies, be part of the campaign to feed the needy! Please, do not throw away 

the plastic bottle caps, collect all of them and then call us: 
Beatrice Furic �– 068 118318 

or 
Gheorge Badratanu (str. Sfatul Tarii, nr. 17, Chisinau) �– 079 345405 

Remember: 60 caps = 1 bread for old and needy people! 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP! 
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Happy April Birthday!! 
 

This month we want to say a warm �“Happy Birthday!�” to our club 
members: 

 
06 Rachel Kessler 
13 Uta Schmieder 

16 Akvile Vaskelevicine 
18 Liliana Rotaru 

19 Inga Milosavljevic 
28 Morana Smodlaka 

29 Inna Vsicova 
 
 

 Fine Arts Performances 
 
 

The National Philharmonic 
78 Mitropolit Varlaam Street 

(Note that the box office is closed from 14:00�–15:00 and that tickets are generally available 
approximately two weeks in advance of the performance.) 

All performances listed below are in the Great Hall at 18:00 unless otherwise noted.  
Check http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/ 

 
Opera and Ballet Theater  

152 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard 
Tel: 24-51-04 (booking office) 

All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 
Check http://www.nationalopera.md/index.php 

 
Organ Hall 

          81 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard 
              Tel: 23-72-62; 22-51-51; 22-54-71; 22-25-28 

           All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 
Check http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/ 
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Classifieds 
 
Apartment for rent: 

�• A newly furnished apartment in a new apartment complex in Botanica district (not far from 
the zoo) is available for long term rent at the end of April (intersection of Grenoble and 
Cuza Voda streets). The apartment has a living room joined with the kitchen, one spacious 
bedroom, an office with place for 2 people/computers, 2 bathrooms and a balcony �– a 
total of 84 square meters. Underground parking. The place is perfect for a single person or 
a couple. The price is negotiable. Pictures will be sent upon request. For more questions, 
please call Romanita Revenko at 069 121242.   
 

 

Editor�’s Note 
 
A BIG thank you to all that contributed to this newsletter.  By sharing your feedback, passion on 
specific issues and topics, upcoming celebrations, etc., encourages the members of the IWCM to 
be aware and supportive of this information.  Your dedication, time and effort into the IWCM is 
very much appreciated by the members of the group.   

 

Emily  


