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May Newsletter 2011 

 
A Wonderful Night of Art- Thanks to YOU! 

 
A BIG thank you to all those who helped make our 
Night of Art 2011 a fantastic event!  We really 
appreciate the many ways in which so many of you 
volunteered your time and (considerable!) talents to 
support the team effort: planning, advising, 
negotiating, finding sponsors, translating, interpreting, 
calling and meeting the artists, communicating with 
the team at Moldexpo, taking part in the jury, devising 
and implementing a great media & publicity strategy, 
distributing posters, spreading the word about the 
event to your friends and contacts, preparing the 
IWCM booth, selling tickets and brochures, taking 

photos, media handling and giving interviews, keeping track of the money & doing the accounts 
and of course - coming along and taking part in a wonderful evening!   
 
Together we raised just over $5 000 for our two chosen causes: the new �“Communication Club�” 
for the elderly run by the Regina Pacis Foundation in Chisinau and the all purpose sports court for 
the children and young people of Sadova, r-nul Calarasi. Both are delighted that their projects can 
now go ahead and they are looking forward to a better and brighter future, thanks to your help.  
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Of course, the benefits of the Night of Art go 
far beyond the money we raise from ticket 
sales and participation fees. The event is also 
very important for the artists, who really 
appreciate our support and for the charities 
who took part, especially Freedom Home, 
which helps victims of human trafficking, 
CERI (Children�’s Emergency Relief 
International), which helps children in and 
leaving the institutional (Internat) care system 
and the Hippocrates Centre, a day care, 
therapy and support facility for disabled 
children and their families. CERI were very 
grateful for the publicity and The Director of the Hippocrates Centre, Diana Covalciuc, said that 
for the three young artists who took part, Snejana, Andrei and Daria, it was a �“firm step towards 
social integration�” and that Andrei in particular had made a lot of friends. In addition, one of the 
young women from Freedom Home, who sold her handmade jewellery at the event said �“It was 
my dream to take part in an event like the Night of Art and now my dream has come true.�” Thank 
you all for making dreams come true and for making the Night of Art 2011 a big success on every 
level! 
 
If you would like to see more pictures of the event, try these two links sent to us by Liviu Stefan 
Dumitru, a freelance photographer, who came to the event and kindly sent us an e-mail about it. 
Thanks too to our very own Irina Nanu who took lots of photos for our records including the one 
with this article.  If anyone has pictures they would like to share, please let us know! 
 
ru.wordpress.com/2011/04/09/night-of-art-2011-charity-exhibition-and-sale-organised-by-the-
international-womens-club-of-moldova/ 
 
https://picasaweb.google.com/liviky/Prelucrariweb800?authkey=Gv1sRgCLiNpb3E5fKwFw# 
 
If anyone is looking for the contact details of any of the artists, we still have some copies of the 
A5 brochure that we produced �– it only costs 10 Lei and as always, because we have such 
generous sponsors, all the money from the sales of these brochures goes to charity.  There will be 
some copies available at the next General Meeting on Tuesday 3rd May and we hope to see you 
there! 
 
 

News from the Grants Committee 
 
Now here�’s a milestone we can all be very proud of: since the IWCM began in 1997, our members 
have raised nearly $200 000 for charity. An amazing $35 000 of that was raised at our Winter 
Bazaar 2010 and $5 000 at the Night of Art 2011. This year alone we have completed, or 
approved, 10 different projects benefiting communities and vulnerable groups in Moldova, 
especially women and children. As a club we�’ve also raised awareness of - and volunteered our 
time for - many different causes and, together with our sponsors and media partners, we�’ve 
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promoted the importance of corporate social responsibility and giving back to the community. 
Next year is our 15th anniversary: thanks so much for giving us so many reasons to celebrate!   
 
So far this year we�’ve�… 
 

�• strengthened the community in Costesti, r-nul Ialoveni by funding a �“Third Age Club�” for 
elderly women to support each other, share their knowledge of traditional skills with 
younger generations and combat loneliness and isolation by becoming active members of 
society �– come to the General Meeting on Tuesday 3rd April to find out more! 

 
 

�• improved sanitation for mothers and babies in the Pediatric 
Department of Soldanesti District Hospital by funding the 
renovation of decrepit and unhygienic bathroom facilities; 

 
 
 

�• and kept elderly members of the 
community in Soroca mentally and 
socially active by funding an �“Art 
Group�” �– the more able-bodied 
members volunteer to help the 
housebound members of the 
community. 

 
 
 
 
We�’ve also allocated our charity funds to help: 
 

�• create a safe and happy playground at the Impreuna Social Assistance Centre in Olanesti, r-
nul Stefan Voda; 

 
�• buy furniture and materials for a �“Communication Club�” run by the Regina Pacis 

Foundation to give social support to the elderly in Chisinau; 
 

�• build an all purpose sports court for the children and teenagers in Sadova, r-nul Calarasi;  
 

�• provide individual space for personal 
belongings for the young women at 
Freedom Home who are seeking a new life 
free from the trauma of human trafficking; 

 
�• support a low-cost environmental awareness 

campaign for young people and residents of 
Bravicea, r-nul Calarasi; 
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�• promote social inclusion, self esteem, fitness and fun for young Moldovan athletes with 
intellectual disabilities at the Special Olympics European Summer Games in Athens. We 
supported them last year at the games in Warsaw and they won their first gold medal �– in 
women�’s football! We wish them every success for this year too.  

 
 

�• And finally, we�’ll help to generate sustainable income for a shelter for elderly people in 
Risipeni, r-nul Falesti by purchasing a tractor, which locals will hire to plough fields, sow 
seeds and harvest crops. We can�’t wait for the test drive!  

 
As always, on behalf of our beneficiaries, thank you very much for your kind and generous 
support!  If you would like to know more about our charity work, please contact 
kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com tel 069 766 355 
 
  
 
 

Spring Charity Ball 
 

Hospice Angelus, together with Princess Marina Sturdza, 
has pleasure in inviting you to 

 

The Hospice Angelus Charity Ball 2011 
 

at the Leogrand Convention Center, Chisinau 
on Friday 6 May 2011 at 7pm 

 
Join us for an exciting evening filled with entertainment and surprises, beginning 
with a champagne reception before taking your seats in the Black Sea Ballroom 

for a superb three course dinner accompanied by music and dance. You will also 
have the chance to participate in our exclusive auction and win some other 

fantastic prizes. 
By attending the Hospice Angelus Charity Ball you will help us achieve our aim of 

providing free palliative care services to all terminally ill cancer patients 
throughout Moldova. 

Tickets for The Hospice Angelus Charity Ball are limited and we advise early 
booking to avoid disappointment. 

 
Tickets: 75 Euros per person. Tables of 10 can also be pre-booked. 

Dress Code: Black Tie with a �“Touch of Spring�” 
Contact: e-mail: events@hospiceangelus.md | phone: 022 244850 

Please confirm your attendance. 
www.hospiceangelus.md  
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Mark Your May Calendars 

02nd: Romanian Language 
 
03rd: -Cooking Group at Charla�’s 

-General Meeting at Leo Grande 
        
05th: -Mah Jong at 10:30am 

-French Conversation @ Pani Pit at 
12:30 

        -Bible Study at 7:00pm 
 
09th: Romanian Language 
         
12th: -Mah Jong at 10:30am 
        -Bible Study at 7:00pm 
 

 
16th: Romanian Language 
 
18th: Luncheon Group at 12:30pm 
 
19th: -Mah Jong at 10:30am 
        -Bible Study at 7:00pm 
 
23rd: Romanian Language 
 
26th: -Mah Jong at 10:30am 
        -Bible Study at 7:00pm 
 
30th: Romanian Language 
        

Activities: News and Information
 
The activities provided by the IWCM are a wonderful way to get together informally. Most are 
also open for spouses and friends. For those who are interested in joining an activity or who are 
new members, please read the list of activities. For more information, please visit the IWCM 
website www.iwcm.md or contact the coordinators directly. 
 
ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR- Kim Cooper 
 
BIBLE STUDY- Lisa Kirkpatrick (068 535 850) 
 
FRENCH CAFÉ- Beatrice Furic 

�• Join the French Conversation at Pani Pit Restaurant (115, 31 August 1989 street) near Délice 
d'Anges on Thursday (May 5) at 12.30. 

 
LUNCHEON GROUP- Corina Cepoi 
 
ROMANIAN LANGUAGE- Fulga Tanasa (ftanasa@icmpp.ro or 73 86 74) 
�• Meeting dates and times: Monday afternoons (flexible). Have fun while speaking Romanian! 
 
INTERNATIONAL COOKING- Elda Hiller (eldahiller@gmx.ch) 
�• Meeting dates and times: 1x per month, flexible at 10:30am. We love to eat and share the fun of 
cooking!  

�• From the month of June Beatrice Furic (jean.furic@clicknet.ro) will be the new 
responsible Person of the cooking group.  
 

CRAFTS GROUP- Beatrice Furic 
�• If you need more information please call the Coordinator Beatrice Furic at 601010, 68118318. 
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MAH JONG- Charla Chaudhry (ccchaudhry@hotmail.com) 
�• Meeting dates and times: Every Thursday at 10:00am. It is so much more than an ancient 
Chinese game played with tiles�…sensual, relaxing, and stimulating all at the same time. The best of 
friends meet over the Mah Jong table! 
 
ART GROUP- Kate Shannon (kate.shannon.2002@gmail.com or 069766355) and Nicoleta 
Muntean (nicoletta_kate@yahoo.com or 0698 66555) 
 
AFTERNOON BOOK CLUB- Charla Chaudhry (ccchaudhry@hotmail.com) 
�• Meeting dates and times: 1x per month, usually the 3rd Wednesday at 2:00pm, but flexible. The 
language is English, but the books come from all over the world. If you love to read and talk 
about what you�’ve read over lovely munchies, then this is the group for you. I think that 
sometimes our conversations are better than the books themselves! Do come and join us! 
 
 

Spring strolling in Chisinau and Moldova 
 
Spring is here! Why not take a stunning drive to Hincesti. The cherry and apple trees are all in 
bloom (and some other plants and trees) and the farmland is full of bright spring green contrasting 
with those white blooms.  Everyone should get out for a drive to see the spring colors in the 
fields........With the new road to Hincesti the drive takes only 30minutes from Telecentru. 
 
As spring has burst forth around us forget not to visit the city parks.  A great favorite�—and to my 
mind the prettiest of parks at this time of the year--is the Dendrologic Park in Buiucani.  Parking is 
on Strasa Coca near the corner of Coca and Ion Creanga, but the park entrance is around the 
corner on Creanga. At busy times the parking lot is frequently full, but street parking is available.  
The Dendrologic Park is well landscaped and has many lovely, lovely flowerbeds.  An advantage 
of this park is that it is relatively flat and has wide walking paths, which are great for strollers or 
little feet toddling along.  The park itself is quite large and you can wander as much as you like. At 
times one can enter the green houses and see various plants there.   For early birds it is perfect for 
an early morning jog or for bringing a light breakfast of tea and muffin to eat under a tree on a 
bench.  The farther from the entrance on busy weekend days, the park quiets down and one can 
feel alone in nature.  The park is a great favorite for bridal celebrations.  Now that Lent is over and 
church weddings allowed on Saturdays many bridal parties will be present�—we counted 15 brides 
one Saturday last spring!  There is a small shop selling plants at the entrance that is sometimes 
open.   
 
Another good stroll can be had in the Botanical Gardens.  This park is also excellent for children 
and strollers and is quite large.  There is a fee to enter.  Stay to the main paths and you should 
avoid the wild dogs that are in some farther reaches of the park.  There are some lovely 
flowerbeds�—but not as many as at the Dendrologic Park�—but what one enjoys most here are the 
trees, the lakes and the expanse of green.  Another park for wandering is the Parcul Valea 
Trandafirilor with its many rose bushes, which should start blooming in a few weeks. 
 
Check out also many of the green belts around the city, as they are full of paths such as the lovely 
woodsy green belt near the QSI school.  Or stroll around Lacul Valea Morilor (or Lacul 
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Comsomol), which is the park the embassy helped clean up.  The new children�’s play area is a 
wonderful addition.  Of course its 300 plus steps is great for the heart as you rise up to Mateevici, 
but there are many easier ways to enter!  In the past there were wild dogs in the Chisinau-Expo 
end of the park, but I haven�’t spotted as many this year.  Elementary kids will enjoy running 
through the woods on the south side of the lake and spotting squirrels and birds.  Little by little 
the lake is re-filling from the travesty of past projects. 
 
Where ever you wander just be sure to enjoy the lovely spring greens, the flowers and the fine 
weather. 
 
Elizabeth Mates 
 

Collect Plastic Bottle Caps 
 

 

 
 

Dear club members, 
As you all know, until this month Rosa Brunn was the person in charge with this activity and she 

succeeded to mobilize all of us for a good cause: collecting plastic bottle caps for recycling in 
exchange for bread delivered by the Regina Pacis Foundation to people in need. 

Thank you, Rosa, very much for your enthusiasm and dedication! And good luck with your new 
assignment! 
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We don�’t want to give up this initiative and, since she left Moldova, somebody else will take over 
this. Therefore, dear ladies, be part of the campaign to feed the needy! Please, do not throw away 

the plastic bottle caps, collect all of them and then call us: 
Beatrice Furic �– 068 118318 

or 
Gheorge Badratanu (str. Sfatul Tarii, nr. 17, Chisinau) �– 079 345405 

Remember: 60 caps = 1 bread for old and needy people! 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP! 
  
 

Happy May Birthday!! 
 

This month we want to extend a warm �“Happy Birthday!�” to our club 
members: 

 
 

11 Kate Shannon 
14 Natalia Sedelkova 

15 Pila Sirel 
18 Sharon Eason 

 
20 Natalia Iftodi 
22 Deborah Wild 

28 Kristine Sinclair 
31 Elda Hiller 
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 Fine Arts Performances 
 
 

The National Philharmonic 
78 Mitropolit Varlaam Street 

(Note that the box office is closed from 14:00�–15:00 and that tickets are generally available 
approximately two weeks in advance of the performance.) 

All performances listed below are in the Great Hall at 18:00 unless otherwise noted.  
Check http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/ 

 
Opera and Ballet Theater  

152 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard 
Tel: 24-51-04 (booking office) 

All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 
Check http://www.nationalopera.md/index.php 

 
Organ Hall 

          81 Stefan cel Mare Boulevard 
              Tel: 23-72-62; 22-51-51; 22-54-71; 22-25-28 

           All performances are at 18:00 unless otherwise noted. 
Check http://www.turism.md/eng/tourismnews/1149/ 

 
 
 

Classifieds 
 
Items for Sale: these items will be available in July (negotiable) and any interested parties can 
contact me between now and then @ ccchaudhry@hotmail.com. -Charla 
 

�• American model 2006 Toyota Rav 4 
Limited Edition. It has a 6 cylinder/269 
horsepower engine, four-wheel drive, 
automatic transmission (easy to drive!), dual 
front airbags, a  multi-CD changer, power 
sunroof, power seat, rear seats fold flat, 
premium sound system.  Low miles & great 
condition!  Excellent handling on Moldovan 
Roads.  $23,000 U.S./15,800 Euros 

 
 

�• Phillips Surround-Sound system and DVD combination.  500 watt output, five speakers 
and sub-woofer.  Like new condition.  $150 US/103 Euros 

 
�• 42�” LG High-Definition Plasma Television (purchased new in late 2006).  Multi-

system/multi- voltage, HDMI & component inputs, SD card-compatible, excellent sound 
and picture quality.   $300US/206 Euros 

 



 10

 
Apartment for rent: 

�• A newly furnished apartment in a new apartment complex in Botanica district (not far from 
the zoo) is available for long term rent at the end of April (intersection of Grenoble and 
Cuza Voda streets). The apartment has a living room joined with the kitchen, one spacious 
bedroom, an office with place for 2 people/computers, 2 bathrooms and a balcony �– a 
total of 84 square meters. Underground parking. The place is perfect for a single person or 
a couple. The price is negotiable. Pictures will be sent upon request. For more questions, 
please call Romanita Revenko at 069 121242.   
 

 

Editor�’s Note 
 
A BIG thank you to all that contributed to this newsletter.  By sharing your feedback, passion on 
specific issues and topics, upcoming celebrations, etc., encourages the members of the IWCM to 
be aware and supportive of this information.  Your dedication, time and effort into the IWCM is 
very much appreciated by the members of the group.   

 

Emily  


